CANAL [ (FOR ACS USE)

AL3EMARLE AND CHESAPEAKE CANAL, Va. & N.C.
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION SSSmoeuet

sTaTus Active unit of Intracoastal waterway 1850-1859 (Cpened 1/6/59)%
LocaTioN (ENDPOINTS OF cANAL) Southern Branch, Elizabeth Hivd ‘ :EnNIEoTV.:ed .

er, Va, to North niver, albemarle Sound, ii.C. e L PRRGRR_Tivess =

‘DIMENSIONS AQUEDUCTS TUNNELS

LIFTS NER. . 600 x 754 0 I
Locks | guard lock cuamsersteel and co?!&“f"éte—_i_é_'_oyg_x;_ﬂ;iﬁg' SECTION SIZE_______

DESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, features of note (include USGS coordinates where useful}; ¢.g,, fesders (navigable ¢ otherwise), locks othar than above,
type of locks, use of unusual material or methods of construction, present owner, present use & conrditiom, etc.)

The Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal, the present main route of the Intracoastal
waterway from the Chesapeake to Albemarle sound, was actually proposed as early
as 1772, It was organized in 1850 as the ureat Bridge Lumber and Canal Co.
Wwith Marshall Parks as president and chief exponent..Wworks consisted of tide-
water cuts and river channel improvements in =lizabeth kKiver %o Great Brid@der
was located a reverséble zuard lock with double gates at each ena of a 2Q0-fcot
$bone chamber, 40 feet wide, 8 feet deep to handle maximunm variation of water
elevation in £liz. Aiver and Worth Landing diver of 3 feet. The United 3tates
sovernment acquired the canal in 1912 and improved it, first eliminating the
guard lock and then in 1932 replacing it with present 600-foot steel and con-
crete guard lock. Channel dredzed and maintalned for 12 foot draft. JThe Virzing
cut is 8,45 miles, Currituck to North Hiver cut 5.6. for total 14,1,
NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANMAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORAT 10N

Ly

U. S.'Army Corps of Emgineers, Fort Norfolk, Va.

REPORTER'S NAME & ADDRESS: 23601 DATE

[ Al exander C, 8rown, 223 Jgmes_2iver Dr. Newportlews,—.la. Jap, 9, 1973
HISTORICAL SUMMARY: lOriginal aims of company, date of incorporatien, prominant enginears, cause of closure, significant alterations to structure or
rcute, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, atc.|

The A & C Canal was proposed by private interests to offer direct competation
with the Dismal Swamp Canal. A sea-level canal, it depended on self-propelled
craft and steam tuzs and opened vast area of Currituck sound rezion and sAlbe-
marle, providing deeper draft and better services than Dismal sWwamp Canal ex-
cept for brief period after D.S5.C. rebuilding in 1899, The lock, reconditionecg
in 1973 and floored, is unigue since it handles alternate heads of water from
west and east 1n tidal x1iz. Hiver and freshwater uorth Landing diver,

Considered part of the canal proper are; Improved section of sSouthern Sranch
of Elizabeth diver, JSreat Bridge Lock, Virginia Cut, idorth Landing glver dredsej
and stralszhtened, Currituck Sound dredzed, ~.C. (or Coinjock) Cut}, sorth giver
dredzed and sirel xhtened Lo point v D nemarie Sonung
B1OGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: (Published worka relating to Canal) ) June 10, 1 973.
Article on sreat Zridze Lock - "Virzinia watergate," Dally Press few Dominion /
A study for a book by alexander C. 3rown in progress for tne wsorfolk County
Historical Spciety of Chesapeake and coampanion volume to Lismal swamp Canal booA
Great Zrldze Lock article forthcoming (1974) 'in mazazine, Virzinia Cavalcade.

e ikl (orfolk coamty Sist Scoy 1970, jndex

v S ok
UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, LOCATION OF PHOTOS, DRAWINGS & IMPORTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES

U.S.Army Corps of Engineers and Norfolkx Public Library - copies of annual re-
ports of the A « C Canal Co.
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NATIONAL REGISTER & MAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS:

L
"RETURN TO: CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/0 P.H.STOTT. HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO. NEW Yorx 10549

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TO MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING., CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE.




