CANAL s ey 1 (FOR ACS USE) -
Alexzniria Canal, Virginia
(Mexansria ond Seorzetown Canal) DATES OF CONSTRUCTION £ CLOSURE
| _STATS rew remmonis 13231343 ah,1334 _
LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL) . LENGTH
Georgetoun ('-:'ashin;;tm,D.C.) to Mlerasdria, Va. cANAL__7 SLACKWATER TOTALﬁ '77
DIMENSIONS ts TUNNE
LIFT NBR. A 1”15081” ¢ ,
LocKs 4 Lock crameer 15 =x 10017 OVERALL MeR. 1 Sberiow size 17 -

DESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, features of note (include USGE coordinates whexe usefyl); ®.9., feeders (navigable & otherwise}, locke other than ibc
*Ype of locks, use of unusual material or mathods of construction, present owner, Present use & condition, ate.]

“hen consiruction began on the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal uo the Potomac from Georgetom,
the towm of Alexan<ria, “a., wth an eve on a stares in the irade as the seaport of the
Potorae, chartered in 1330 the Alexansria Ca-al “ompany, to build a 7-nile extension of the
€80 Canal from Georgetowm down to Alevandria. The most spectacular feature of this conal,
w ich opened in 1343, was the Potomee Aqueduct, later calles the Aruveduct Bridre, which
carried the cz-al from Ceorgetowm to the Yirginia side of the Potomac, This azueduct was a
feat of eonsi‘erable enzineering skill, partiewlarlr in excaviting as far as 23 feet below
vater level for the stone plers., Orisinally intended to be a stone=zrch acusduct, for resso
of economy ~ a2ithoush stil” costing fel” 2 nillion dollars = it hed stone abutments and 3
stone piers, with & wooion trough., During the Civil Lar the acveduct vas drained znd used 2

a oridge, and the cangl a2s a military road. “hen the canal was resuscitated efter the war, ¥

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

REPORTER'S NAME & ADDRESS: DATE

e e Tront, I11, 1922 Cinan Foblas Jrive, Juerie, Colffgwmia 01010 — 31 N0 1973
HISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Original sims of company, date of incorporation. prominent engineers, cause of closure, significant alterations to structure or
route, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, ste.]

¥it wes given a second tier to caryy vehicuwlar traffic, and later a railway, “hen absnioned

in 1336, the troush wes repleces b an irom truss briize. In 1962, 21l the piers but one,

saved by the Arlin=ton Matorieal Society, tere blown up by the C of Z. The abutment on
t2e Georgetoun (Gi0) side is still intact,
The canal itself wes 7 miles long itk at lecst 4 stone-arch culverts, 2 stoo locks, and

a flicht of 3 cut~stone 1i7t locks and & tice lock in “lerzndria. Ilone o° these strueciures

ere visible to'ay. The most interesting culvert was over J-mile Emms 3% had a very long emb

3
anxment and not only crossed the mm but & road an? later a reilvay. These culverts were desi

royed by the Georre Washinston Parlomy. 1o sign of the four locks iz nov Tisible, & Ipneds

Inn hes hsen constructed over one site, but there is still a chance that the throe obhers arc
merely covere’ up,

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relating to Canal)

Horgan, Yzxdne Coff, "A Thronolorcical Hstory of the Alexandris Canzl", Parts I end II, in the
. _Arlington Tistorical liasazine, “0le3,5041,0ct.1965,00,3=16 ond V.3,%0.2,0ct,1966,pp.3-23,
"The Alexan’ria Canal snd & Train “reck", lIchoes of istory,Jenuary 1373,00.1-7.

Feterson, Artthur G., "The JMd Aexancria~teorgeboim Canal and PoSomac Acvecuct", Va.lhg.of Tist

n

F r‘iﬂg.’ 'j.' Qot. 1220

UNPUBLISHED RECCROS. (QCATION QF PWOTOS, DRAWINGS & 1MPORTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES

- Annugl senoris of the Alesmniria Cemsl Cozpany t3 %he Virginia Board of Public “orks, Virgini
State Librery, “ietnond, Va. 23219.

Files in the Office of Chief of “ngineers, UsS. Amy

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS:

RETURN TO : CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE. C/0 P.H.STOTT, HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO. NEW YORK 10549

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TO MAKE AN ENDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING. CUT ALONG THE MEAYY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE,



