American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL STATUS ACS
Allegheny River In use

HAER

STATE/PROVINCE Pennsylvania LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: 1886 - present 72 mi. 72 mi. 8 - 360' x 56

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1
Pittsburg to East Brady

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Allegheny River was canalized around the beginning of the Twentieth Century to provide access to the oil fields in
northeastern Pennsylvania. The navigation begins at Three Rivers Point in Pittsburg, where the river joins with the Monongahela
to form the Ohio, and extends upriver to East Brady, PA. Lock 1, in Pittsburg, was made unnecessary by the construction of
Emsworth Locks and Dam on the Ohio River. The locks and dams were built by and are maintained by the Corps of Engineers

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
Going upstream, locks are as follows; (From Quimby's Cruising Guide) All locks are 360" x 56'
Lock & Dam 2 Pittsburg  River mile 6.7 Left Bank downbound', lift 11'
Lock & Dam 3 New Kensington  River mile 14.5 Left Bank downbound', lift 13'
Lock & Dam 4 Natrona  River mile 24.2 Right Bank downbound', lift 11
Lock & Dam 5 Freeport  River mile 30.4 Right Bank downbound', lift 12'
Lock & Dam 6 Freeport  River mile 36.3 Left Bank downbound', lift 12'
Lock & Dam 7 Kittanning  River mile 45.7 Right Bank downbound', lift 13"
Lock & Dam 8 Templeton  River mile 52.6 Left Bank downbound', lift 18’
Lock & Dam 9 Widnoon  River mile 62.2 Left Bank downbound', lift 22'

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
River Navigation Coalition
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 12/4/05
Address:
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