American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL D I STATUS ACS
Arkansas - Verdigris River Navigation Operating

(McClellan - Kerr Arkansas Navigation) HAER

STATE/PROVINCE prkansas & Oklahoma LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL  SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: 1963/70 - present 60 mi. 388 mi. 448 mi. 17 - 110'x600

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

Port of Catoosa (Tulsa), OK to Mississippi River !

2

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: 3

ENLARGEMENTS

4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Although Henry Shreve's snag boats were clearing the Arkansas up to Little Rock, AR in 1833, there were no locks and dams until
the Corps of Engineers built the McClellan - Kerr Arkansas Navigation system in 1963 - 1970. Considered a larger engineering
project than either the TVA system or the Panama Canal, and costing four times as much as the later, the navigation extends 448
miles from the Mississippi River to the Port of Catoosa, near Tulsa, OK, lifting craft a total of 420 feet, exactly the same total lift as
all the locks and dams on the upper Mississippi River.

There are 17 locks and dams on the system, with chambers 110" x 600', miter gates, and lifts from 14' to an impressive 54' at the
Dardanelle Lock. Because the Arkansas carried tremendous amounts of silt during floods, there are also large reservoirs off the
main waterway to help trap the sediment which would clog channels and operating equipment. Of special interest to canal buffs
are the camping areas at the locks (2, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, and 17) and at the dam sites opposite the locks (8 and 10). There are
visitors' centers with exhibits at Murray Lock and at Lock 13. For a free leaflet describing the waterway, and a leaflet on each lock
and dam, write the Little Rock District. Also available from them is a set of bound navigation charts.

The mouth of the Arkansas Navigation (Arkansas Mile 0) on the Mississippi is actually at the mouth of the White River, which is
used of the first ten miles to bypass a long winding stretch of the Arkansas. The White and the Arkansas are connected by the 9
mile ARKANSAS POST CANAL, constructed along a natural connection used by early steamboats for the same purpose.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

LOCKS 1 (NORRELL LOCK) and 2 are reached from the north via Tichnor. At the head of the canal, but 25 mi. by road from
Lock 2 on AR 1 is the Arkansas Post National Monument, the site of the 1686 fort, the first permanent white settlement in the
Mississippi valley.

See sheet 2 for lock facts
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NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Little Rock District, Corps of Engineers, Box 867, Little Rock, AR 72203
Tulsa District, Corps of Engineers

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Above text from THE AMERICAN CANAL GUIDE part 3, pp 15-16 (1979)

"A History of the Little Rock District", by Dr. Floyd M. Clay

The Tulsa District history (a political history of the Arkanasas Navigation) by William A. Settle
other material from the Little Rock District and Mr. Bev Morant of Sierra Madre, CA

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: Qriginal by: W.E. Trout, 1932 Cinco Robles Drive, Duarte, CA 91010 (8 Oct 81) bate' pavised
Address: retyped and added to by David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 1/16/06

Use additional pages for added information




Arkansas & Verdigris River Locks

McClellan - Kerr Arkansas Navigation

12/31/05
West
Lock DIMENSIONS - IN FEET
Side
No. Name River Mile | Downbound | Lock Size Lift
Port of Catoosa (Tulsa, OK) 448.0
L & D # 18 |(Newt Graham Lock) Inola, OK 421.6 Left 600 x 110 21
L & D # 17 |(Chouteau Lock) Porter, OK 401.4 Left 600 x 110 21
Mouth of Verdigris River 397.2 Left
L & D # 16 [(Webbers Falls Lock) Gore, OK 366.6 Left 600 x 110 30'
L & D # 15 |(Robert S. Kerr Lock) Sallisaw, OK 336.2 Left 600 x 110 48
L & D # 14 |(W.D. Mayo Lock) Spiro, OK 319.6 Right 600 x 110 20'
L & D # 13 |(J.M. Trimble Lock) Barling, AR 292.8 Right 600 x 110 20'
L & D # 12 |(Ozark - Jeta Taylor Lock) Ozark, AR 256.8 Left 600 x 110 34
L & D # 10 |(Dardanelle Lock) Russelville, AR 205.5 Right 600 x 110 54'
L& D#9 |[(Arthur V. Ormond Lock) Morrilton, AR 176.9 Right 600 x 110 19'
L&D #8 |[(Toad Suck Ferry Lock) Conway, AR 155.9 Left 600 x 110 16'
L&D#7 [(Murray Lock) Little Rock, AR 125.4 Right 600 x 110 18'
L &D#6 |(David Terry Lock) Scott, AR 108.1 Left 600 x 110 18'
L&D#5 |Tucker, AR 86.3 Left 600 x 110 17
L & D #4 |(Emmett Sanders Lock) Pine Bluff, AR 66.0 Right 600 x 110 14'
L & D# 3 |[(Joe Hardin Lock) Altheimer, AR 49.3 Left 600 x 110 20'
L&D #2 |Tichnor, AR 13.2 Left 600 x 110 20'
L&D#1 |(Norrell Lock) Tichnor, AR 10.4 Left 600 x 110 30'
Mouth of White River @ lower Mississippi River mile 599 right 0.0

facts from Quimby's Cruising Guide

East
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