American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR
Barbee Lakes Boat Transfer Structure Grassy Creek Condiion Iy use
State/ Province Indiana County Kosciusko Designer: Jack Amick
City/Town Contractor: Amick Welding Works, Huntington, IN
Street Source of Material:
Off of Cnty Road E500W
Associated Waterway  rassy Creek DATES OF CONSTRUCTION
[Topographic Map Start: Rebuilding:
UTM Coordinates  GpS 41E18'22.16"N 85E44'07.56"W Completion: 1962 Abandoned: In use

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):

Located northeast of Warsaw, the Grassy Creek flows from Sawmill Lake in the Barbee Chain of Lakes to Tippecanoe Lake. Just
upstream of county route E500W is a low dam of 1-1/2' elevation change. Originally, this was bypassed by a series of rollers. In 1962, the
Barbee Lakes Boat Transfer Structure was installed to improve boat transits. The structure is most unusual. It is about 10" wide and 20
long and has vertical gates at each end. Instead of the usual guillotine vertical gates which rise to open, these descend into the water
and the boat passes over them. The two gates are linked by two rocking beams (similar to the "walking beams" on side wheel
steamboats). Operation of the structure is by a crank through a right angle gear reducer and chain drive that causes the two gates to
move together. Rotation of the crank is always clockwise.

Description (Visible Remains at Site):
The system is intact and in use.

See photos below

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:
Unknown

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:
Investigation made by: Dayid G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 10110
Address:

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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