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This canal was a private construction project, Was congidered to be one of
the greatest internal improvements in the United States in that era.”
The ﬁonorabie Samuel Blodget at the age of 70, starteii construction of his
canal on May 1, 1793, Beset with financial problems and structuzl details
that were unforegseen, prevented completion in five years as planned. It was
14 years later when his project was completed and dedicated on July 1, 1807
This waterway was designed to overcome the dangerous Amoskeag Falls on the
Merrimack River, The canal(about)3600-4000 ft. long, with 4 locks of wood,
replaced with granite(1805~1807, Provided safe passage for river boats to
the river below, In 1814 river traffic was open from Concord to Lowell.
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Descriprion (Visibile Remains at the site):

A new and larger canal was built on the east side of the river to supply
water power for the new mills, The cutoff for this canal at the dam was in
the same area as Blodgets OrEiginal Canal, which was gtill in operation.

A new cudoff was made from e new canal, into Blodgels Canal to the river,
In this manner, both canals were operational until the 1850's. Then the new
canal for water power was on its own for many years into the late 1300's,
This new canal was known by many as gtill Blodgets Canal, but actually part
of the Amoskeag enterprise. The upper guard lock of the original canal can
be seen at the dam, Lower exit of canal at the river can be located at rear
of 0ld mills about 3R00-4000 ft, below the falls(or)dam. Not too easy to dol

Other works or events associated with site( Built by Judge Blodget to by-pass rapids )Here.
Downriver and in the area of Granite St, Bridge(today) was Merrill's Palls
and Canal, A diversion dam to divert more water to th; ga:t sidzhof t?; a
river, via a granite wall in the river forming a cana etween e wa an
embaaﬁkment on the land side. Can be seen when foliage 1s off trees(in Dec.)
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Bibliography (Published, unpublished mss, maps, photographs):

Somreensd Historical Soeliety

lanchester Historicad: Seeieiy Laso.

State of New Hampshire Library at Concord, N.H.
Presume other sources as well but unknown,

Agencies, Individuals Interested in Preservation/Restoration: National Register/CEHR, Other Recognition:

None that I know of, other than ACS Doubtful

Investigation made hy: Alden W. Gould (ACS) I:f:e]:.
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