American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR

Burnt Rollways Boat Hoist Wisconsin River Conditon 1 Service

State/ Province Wisconsin County Oneida County Designer:

City/Town Three Lakes Contractor:

Street Dam Road Source of Material:

Associated Waterway \\fisconsin River DATES OF CONSTRUCTION

[Topographic Map Start: Rebuilding: 1952

UTM Coordinates  GpS Coordinates: 45E53'39.51"N 89E08'29.50"W |Completion: 1911 Abandoned: In service

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):
From the Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company Web Site:

"Burnt Rollways got its name from an event that took place during the lumbering days of the late 1800s.

"A group of lumberjacks got mad when a shoestring jobber couldn't pay them after they'd stacked his timber on a device called a
rollway along Ninemile Creek. The logs were to have been rolled into the melt-swollen creek in spring and floated to a sawmill. Since
they didn't get paid, the lumberjacks burned the logs on the rollway in protest. Hence the name "Burnt Rollways." As the story goes, the
men reasoned that if they weren't going to get paid, neither would the man they worked for. The rollway they burned reportedly lies
submerged in the creek about a mile upstream from our present boat hoist.

"Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company built the first boat hoist in 1911. It was an inclined railway that used mechanical power
furnished by the stream. The current turned a water wheel in the dam that pulled boats, resting on a wheeled cradle, over the dam on the
tracks. Since 1952, an electric gantry hoist running on a 165 feet long trestleway more quickly hoists boats of all sizes as they travel this
popular thoroughfare.

"Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company operates the Wisconsin River Reservoir System under Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission license. Since 1907, we have been storing and releasing water in 21 reservoirs over the seasons for water conservation,
flood control, low flow augmentation and regulation of a uniform flow in the Wisconsin River."

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

"Welcome to the Burnt Rollways Boat Hoist operated by Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company. We'll hoist your boat up into the
Three Lakes Chain of Lakes, the largest chain of freshwater lakes in the world, or down into the Eagle River chain below.

"As part of the Wisconsin River Reservoir System, we call the Three Lakes chain the Burnt Rollways reservoir. The reservoir consists
of 20 lakes which have a combined surface area of 7,600 acres and 106 miles of shoreline. The chain is regulated by our Burnt Rollways
dam at the lower end of Long Lake.

"The Eagle River chain consists of nine lakes which cover 3,900 acres and have 68 miles of shoreline, and reaches to the City of Eagle
River. The Eagle chain is regulated by the Otter Rapids hydroelectric dam operated by Wisconsin Public Service Corporation.

"This is boating and fishing at its finest. Our historic marine railway has been operating since the turn of the century for the
convenience of residents and visitors. The hoist will safely carry all craft (up to 6,000 pounds). We maintain the two and one half miles of
channel below the hoist into Cranberry Lake. It is dredged and marked with permanent navigation markers."

Connects Long Lake (higher and to the south) to Cranberry Lake.

Fees: $ 5.00 per boat each way.

Lift is 16 feet.

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:
Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs
WwWw.wvic.com

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:

Date:

Investigation made by: Dayid G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 from internet sources 515100

Address:

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included



South on USH 45 about four and a half miles to Oneida Farms Road; turn left. Oneida Farms
Road to Van Bussum Road; turn right. Van Bussum Road to Dam Road; turn right. Dam Road
to the boat hoist.

North on USH 45 about four miles to Oneida Farms Road; turn right. Oneida Farms Road to
Van Bussum Road; turn right. Van Bussum Road to Dam Road; turn right. Dam Road to the
boat hoist.
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Directions and map by and courtesy of Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company



Photo by and courtesy of Wisconsin Valley Improvement Company

Burnt Rollways Boat Hoist
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