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	canal: Cape Cod Canal
	status: In use
	state: Massachusetts
	county: Barnstable
	location: Cape Cod Bay to Buzzards Bay
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1914 - present
	date2: 1933 - 1940
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 13.0 mi
	lt2: 17.4 mi
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: none
	locks1: none
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: First proposed by Miles Standish and later by many others to avoid the dangerous passage around Cape Cod that was often obscured by fog at the meeting point between cold northern waters and the warm Gulf Stream.
   After many proposals and attempts to organize construction, some with locks, actual work was begun on August19, 1907 by the Boston, Cape Cod, and New York Canal Company under August Perry Belmont.  The canal opened on July 30, 1914 as a toll canal.  It had a 100 foot channel width and 15 foot depth, later increased to 25 feet.  It was crossed by two highway and one railroad drawbridges.
   The canal was purchased by the federal government on March 31, 1928 and assigned to the Corps of Engineers. At that time, it became toll free.
  Starting in December, 1933, new fixed highway bridges were built with main spans of 616 feet and clearance of 135 feet above high tide.  A new vertical lift railroad bridge was also built with a span of 540 feet. Including approach channels, the present canal is 17.4 miles long.  The revised channel is 540 feet wide and 32 feet deep.  This work was completed in June, 1940.
	desc: 
	group: U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers
	biblio: Farson, Robert H., The Cape Cod Canal, Wesleyan University Press, Middletown, CT, 1977, 177 pages, ISBN 0-8195-5012-4 and 0-8195-6050-2 pbk.
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 12/18/04


