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History & Use in Service; Use Since Abandonment:

“2is dam was 1170 ft, long, a boat lock and sluices were completed in 1$08-
110, A highway was built on the dam in 1910, replacing the Craige Bridge
built in 1809, connecting Cambridge with Leverett St.ih Boston. The Charles
River was a source of navigation in the 1800's and well into the 20th
century for Schooners that could navigate the tidal waters from Boston inner
harbor to the dam at Watertown. Here, a turning basin was provided and some
of the pilings existed(inpart) up until about the turn of the century or
later at the rear of a factory. Navigation still exists for coal & oil barged
on the river for about 1 mi. above the dam. This site was designed far flood
control, also to relieve the mud flats(stench) by covering with water,

Nescription (Visibile Remains at the site):

Construction of the above facilities was started on Jan,l4, 1805, At that
time the Charles River Basin was nothing more than mud flats at low tide.
Creating an environmental condemnation of the estuary in 1894, Tide levels
created problems for boats passing under bridges, but the dam impounded the
river thus raising its level and with a spillway took care of its overflow.
The basin level was sei at 8 ft, above low water. Thus navigation available
for certain craft for a distance of 9 miles to Watertown Dam, One large lock
was built 350 ft, long, 45 ft. wide, with an 18 ft. chamber at low water.
This site is operated by the Netropolitan District Commission, Original cost
was 31,084,144, Took three years and four months to complete.

Other works or events associated with site:

The entire Charles River Zasin and the upper reaches are extensively used
by Pleasure XZoats today. Hecreation facilities are provided in many sections
taroughout its 9 miles of waterway. fhe lock provides access from Boston's
inner narber to the river and in reverse to points north and south along the

Atlantiec “eaboard,

- - ——
fresent properey OMMSTS: Commonwealth of Mass.
"etropolitan District Commisgion Same

Location of Deed Description:

2ibliography (Published, unpublished mss, mups, photographs):

llass, Institute of Technology
wetropolitan Digtrict Commission

U.3.Army Corps of Zngineers
Foston Public Library

Agencies, Individuals Interested in Preservation/Hestoration: National Register/CEHR, Cther Recognition:

i.etropolitan District Commission
U.3 .Army Corps of Engineers

U.5.Coast Juard(boating regulations) %
fwvestigation made PY: A)den ¥, Bould (ACS) bace
Address:

12 3hady Crest Drive, Naghua, N,il. 03060 9/27/76

RETURN T0: Deter 310t

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included on the reverse.



