American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal SILAJSUeS -

HAER

STATE/PROVINCE ||1inois LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: 1900 - present 37.2 mi. 2 - see below

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1
Lockport, IL to Chicago, IL

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Connects the lllinois River at Lockport, IL to Lake Michigan at Chicago, IL. Itis the connecting link between the Great Lakes and
the Mississippi River System. It was built by the city of Chicago and is maintained by the Corps of Engineers. It replaces the
upper end of lllinois & Michigan Canal.
It was built to change the flow of the Chicago River, redirecting its outlet from Lake Michigan to the lllinois River. This reduced the
pollution of Lake Michigan, used for Chicago's water supply, and directed its sewage outflow to the lllinois River.

Going upstream, locks are as follows; (From Quimby's Cruising Guide)

- start Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal - lllinois River mile 290.0
Lockport Lock & Dam  River mile 291.1 Left Bank downbound, 600' x 110", Lift 30 - 42"
- junction Cal - Sag Channel - River mile 303.3
- junction with south branch Chicago River - River mile 321.8
- Confluence south and north branches Chicago River - River mile 325.5
Chicago Harbor Lock River mile 327.2 Right Bank downbound, 600" x 80', Lift 0' - 2'

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 12/3/05
Address:

Use additional pages for added information
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