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CANAL STATUS ACS
CINCINNATI & WHITEWATER CANAL Abandoned, mostly obliterated
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Indiana chartered the Whitewater Canal of Indiana in 1836 to build a canal from Lawrenceburg, IN on the Ohio
eventually to Hagerstown, IN. Cincinnati interests, fearing that this canal would draw traffic from the Miami & Erie
Canal and particularly from the southern terminus at Cincinnati, incorporated the Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal
Company in 1834 to build a canal connecting with Indiana's Whitewater Canal in West Harrison, IN, just above
Harrison, OH to divert traffic from the Indiana terminus at Lawrenceburg. Surveys and estimates for the canal were
made in 1836 by Darius Lapham.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal was of the dimensions and construction of Ohio's canals. Darius Lapham,
who designed it, was Resident Engineer of the Miami Canal at the time. The outstanding feature of the canal was
the tunnel through the dividing ridge between the towns of Cleves and North Bend. This tunnel still remains
although silted in and is the object of preservation & restoration efforts. The tunnel was 1,800 feet long, 24 feet
wide at the water line with the top of the arch 15-1/2 feet above the water line. In addition to the tunnel, the canal
had 5 locks, 1 feeder dam, 2 guard locks, 3 aqueducts, and the Cincinnati Basin. Two of the aqueducts were over
Dry Fork and the Great Miami River.

The route leaves the Whitewater River near Harrison, just upstream of the state line where Whitewater Canal
Dam #1 provided a pool to cross the river and water for the canal. It then proceeded southeast along the present
railroad and Campbell Road. Near its southern end, the road curves east away from the canal which followed the
railroad (which was built on the towpath). The canal and railroad then come parallel to Kilby Road and cross Dry
Creek. The route then follows the railroad and US 50 into Cincinnati.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Canal Society of Indiana, P.O. Box 40087, Fort Wayne, IN 46804

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Towpaths (Canal Society of Ohio) Vol. IV, No. 4, pp 41-44, The Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal., F.W.Trevorrow.
p 45 Engineer's Working Drawing of Canal Tunnel Construction
pp 46-47 The Cincinnati & Whitewater is Completed

Fatout, Paul; Indiana Canals, Purdue University Press, West Lafayette, IN, 1972, 216 pages

Canal Society of Indiana, September 2001 "Towpath Tracks" tour book

Triplett, Boone; Canals of Ohio, CreateSpace Publications, 2008, 272 pages ISBN 978-1438224190

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: Qriging| (1974): F. W. Trevorrow, 368 Pleasant St., Apt. 410, Oberlin, OH 44074 bate: pevised
Address: Revised with info from: Robert Schmidt, P.O. Box 40087, Fort Wayne, IN 46804 12/5/11
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Cincinnati & Whitewater Canal Structures

Data from Canal Society of Indiana Sept. 2001 tour book
Added information from "Canals of Ohio" by Boone Triplett

Assistance by Bill Oeters

Revised: 12/5/11

County Structure Lift Approx Location Condition Notes GPS Coordinates
(feet) mileage
Hamilton, OH Lock 1, Green's & Guard Lock 4.5 0.0 Near state line, 3/4 Composite Guard Lock Canal route leaves river near state
mi. s. Harrison, OH line to follow railroad and Campbell
Hamilton, OH Wooden Aqueduct Dry Fork Creek 4 span - 50', 200' total next tc 39deg11'35.40"N 84deg46'45.86"W
Kilby Road, piers and
abutments now support
railroad bridge
Hamilton, OH Lock 2, Dry Fork 8 Next to Kilby Road
near U-275 exit 21
Hamilton, OH Wooden Aqueduct Great Miami River Railroad bridge on site next 39deg10'10.03"N 84deg45'29.20"W
to US 50, aqueduct had 8
spans total 480', one
abutment remains
Hamilton, OH Lock 3, Miami River, Cleves Lock 5 Site next to US 50 Site just SE of aqueduct
Hamilton, OH Cleves Tunnel Between Cleves & Intact but  Brick Arch, 24' chord, 20-1/2' North portal off of S. Miami Ave,
North Bend near deeply silted high, 1,785' long Cleves, OH GPS for marker near
US 50 39deg09'20.75"N 84deg45'00.41"W
Hamilton, OH Aqueduct Mill Creek Gone under 50' span, 20' rise, stone Approx. 39deg06'04.85"N
USs 50 arch. Wooden trough 84deg32'37.41W
Hamilton, OH Washington Basin, Cincinnati 25.0 Approximately Site now  1,056' long x 90" wide Center about 39deg05'54.23"N
bounded by Race covered by 84deg30'40.92"W
st, Main st., 3rd st., highways

& 2nd St.
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