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CANAL STATUS ] ] ACS
Delaware & Raritan Canal Supplies DeIavyare River water to east central New
Jersey. Route is a state park HAER
STATE/PROVINCE \jay Jersey LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: See Physical Description 1834 - 1932 43 mi 43 mi 14 - 220" x 24'
LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1 feeder 23 mi 3-

Bordentown to New Brunswick

feeder: Black Rock to Trenton

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: Trenton East, Trenton West,
Princeton, Rocky Hill, Monmouth Jct, Bound

ENLARGEMENTS

Brook, New Brunswick

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Delaware & Raritan Canal, constructed between 1830 and 1834, was designed to link the Delaware River (and its traffic of
coal boats from the anthracite fields of Pennsylvania) with the city and port of New York across the narrow waist of New Jersey.
Canvass White (1790-1834) was chosen to plan a route as nearly level as possible, thus requiring fewer locks to make a swift
passage. The course chosen ran from Bordentown on the Delaware, north to Trenton (the west end of the summit level) and then
northeast to Bound Brook and then south to New Brunswick, the head of tidal navigation on the Raritan, connecting to New York
Harbor. This was a distance of just over 43 miles, requiring 116 feet of lockage in 14 locks, varying between 7 and 10 feet in lift.
The canal was part of the "Joint companies" that controlled transportation across the waist of New Jersey.

A notable feature of the canal was the navigable feeder which provides the summit level at Trenton with water taken from the
Delaware 23 miles upriver. Just south of Lambertville, this feeder had both a lift lock and an outlet lock to the Delaware River that
allowed boats to cross from the Delaware Canal at New Hope, PA

The Pennsylvania coal trade was responsible for the economic success of the canal. The annual tonnage reached an all-time
high in 1866 with 2.3 million tons. Thereafter, the railroads took an increasing amount of the trade. The canal also handled coal
from the Schuylkill Canal and was part of the Intracoastal Waterway (today's missing piece).

The canal closed in 1932.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Counties: Middlesex, Mercer, Hunterdon, Somerset
No locks are operable. The feeder remains in water from Black Rock to the main canal at Trenton and from east of Trenton to
Landing Lane just north of New Brunswick. The outlet locks at New Brunswick have been restored. Just north of thee, the canal
was covered by a highway to Landing Lane including the destruction of Deep Lock (#13). In Trenton, the canal is covered by
highway from the junction with the feeder to the south edge of the city. Itis then filled in to just below Lock 2 and then becomes a
tidal ditch to Bordentown. All locks of the canal are masonry, faced in concrete except for Lock 1 at Bordentown. There, the
original lock sank and was replaced by a wooden lock.

The canal from Landing Lane to east of Trenton and the feeder from Trenton to Bulls Island are the D & R Canal State Park and
the towpath is available for hiking and biking. The canal from Locks 2 & 3 south to Lock 1 is also included in the state park, but
overgrown & not yet developed.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Canal Society of New Jersey

Delaware & Raritan Canal State Park
Delaware & Raritan Canal Coalition

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: Barth, Linda J., The Delaware and Raritan Canal at Work, Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, SC,
2004, 98 pages, ISBN 0-7385-3597-4

Barth, Linda J., The Delaware and Raritan Canal, Arcadia Publishing, Charleston, SC, 2002, 128 pages, ISBN 0-7385-1081-5
Cawley, James & Margaret, Along the Delawate & Raritan Canal, A.S. Barnes, New York, 1970
Davison, Betty B., The Delaware & Raritan Canal, A User's Guide, The Delaware & Raritan Canal Coalition, Princeton, NJ,
1976, 76 pages
McKelvey, William J., Jr., Champlain to Chesapeake, A Canal Era Pictorial Cruise, Canal Press Inc., Exton, PA, 1978, 224
pages, ISBN 0-916838-19-6
McKelvey, William J., Jr., The Delaware & Raritan Canal, A Pictorial History, Canal Press Inc., York PA, 1975, 128 pages
Menzies, Elizabeth G. C., Passage Between Rivers, Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, NJ, 1976, 132 pages
Veit, Richard F., The Old Canals of New Jersey, New Jersey Geographical Press, Little Falls, NJ, 1963, 106 pages

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):
Also, HABS NJ-359 (Kingston Canal Drawbridge, Lock, Tollhouse); HABS NJ-713 (New Brunswick Canal Lock #1)

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):
National Register 5/11/73

Investigation made by: Qriginal by: P.H. Stott, Haines Road, Mount Kisco, NY 10549 8/12/75 Date: Revised
Address: Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 1/8/05
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