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CANAL STATUS ACS

Dismal Swamp Canal - Gilmerton Division Watered, but crossed by fixed bridges - inactive AR

STATEIPROVINCE \ ;i ainia LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL  SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: Norfolk 1843 - 1899 2-1/4 mi 2-1/4 mi 1-100"x 24'

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):
S. Branch, Elizabeth River to Deep Creek

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

This was an improvement to the Dismal Swamp Canal, extending the canal from the two locks at Deep Creek with a straight cut
of 2-1/4 miles parallel to Deep Creek to a new outlet on the Elizabeth River. This change was necessitated by silting in Deep
Creek. At the Elizabeth River entrance, the dressed stone tide lock is still existant and eminently suitable to be preserved as a
canal park. At Deep Creek, a canal basin was crearted by a dam and spillway in the creek. Just before the creek crossing, a
stone guard lock remains.

The elevation of this canal was about 3 feet above high tide.

In 1899, the Dismal Swamp Canal was extensively rebuilt and the summit level reduced to 12 feet elevation with a single timber
lock at each end, at South Mills and Deep Creek. At that time, the dam and spillway at Deep Creek were moved upstream and the
north entrance to the canal reverted to Deep Creek which was straightened and dredged.

In the 1899 rebuilding, the level of Deep Creek upstream of the canal entrance was mainrtained for those using it and a
connection was made with a new concrete lock prepedicular to the channel. This lock remains near the Deep Creek Lock.

At an unknown later date, the Deep Creek dam washed out. The railraod bridge at the north end of the division was fixed in
1916.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Today, the division remains in water with a tidal flow. It has the guard lock at its south end and the tidal lock at the north end.
Neither has gates. Itis crossed by US 13, a railroad track, I-66, and two local roads.

The lock at the north end is at 36deg46'40.89"N 76deg18'36.61"W and visible on Google earth.

The lock at the south end is at 36deg44'53.55"N 76deg20'19.91"W and visible on Google earth

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, VA

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Trout, Dr. William E., lll, "The Gilmerton Lock" in AN HISTORICAL REVIEW, Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake,
1966, pp. 20-33

Brown, Alexander C., THE DISMAL SWAMP CANAL, Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, 1970 (See index
references to Gilmerton Division and Lock)

Brown, A.C., "Chesapeake's Stone Lock would make a fine park", Daily Press New Dominion Magazine, May 30, 1971

Va. State Library, "Map of a survey for a canal to connect the Dismal Swamp Canal with Elizabeth River, 1838

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):
The location of the old stone lock at Gilmerton is most suitable for preservation as a park.

Investigation made by: Qriginal by: Alexander C. Brown, 228 James River Drive, Newport News, VA 23601 (1/9/74) Date: b ised
Address: Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 11/9/13
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