American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL STATUS ACS
Delmarva Intracoastal Waterway See below
HAER
STATE/PROVINCE . LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES:
Sussex, DE, Worcester, MD, See below None
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

This waterway goes back at least a century to a failed attempt to create a 75—mile long inland waterway along the Atlantic
coastline of Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia (the “Delmarva Coast’) from Delaware Bay to Chincoteague Bay, by a series of tidal
cuts and back waters behind the barrier islands. According to Corps of Engineers reports the project was begun in 1886 and
abandoned unfinished in 1905.

The project was revived in 1912 and was completed, after a fashion, because some of the cuts are now quite shallow. There are
no locks. From north to south, the cuts include the 9 mile long, 6 foot deep LEWES AND REHOBOTH CANAL between Delaware
and Rehoboth bays, behind Cape Henlopen through Lewes; DIG DITCH and LITTLE DITCH between Rehoboth and Indian River
bays; the ASSAWOMAN CANAL from there to Little Assawoman Bay; and THE DITCH to Assawoman Bay.

There are other improved rivers in Delaware, including the St. Jones, Murderkill, Mispillon, and Smyrna rivers. The oldest canal
is THE THOROUGHFARE, forming the mouth of Thoroughfare Creek, north of the Smyrna River, built in 1082 by Ephraim
Herman. It is still open because it, is self-scouring.

Another example is the canal system on DUCK CREEK (Smyrna River), begun in the 18th Century and finished by the Corps.
“There is quite a story in these little navigation canals,” according to Delaware archaeologist Edward F. Heite, to whom | am
indebted for the Delaware canal information.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

For details see the Mid-Atlantic Edition of WATERWAY GUIDE (850 Third Ave., NY, NY 10022); STARPORT CRUISING
CHART NO.2, from Texaco U.S.A/ Waterway Service, c/o Rand McNally, Metro Industries, 1084 Whipple Court, Lexington, KY
40511; WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT IN DELAWARE, from the Corps Philadelphia or Baltimore District; USC&GS
nautical charts such as 12216, 12214 and 12211, and the Delaware state map.

In 1970 Congress approved a more ambitious waterway 100’ wide and 6’ deep along the entire 150 miles of the Delmarva
coast, but by 1976 all three states had abandoned the idea for environmental and economic reasons. Another long-standing
proposal has been a canal across the middle of the Delmarva Peninsula near the Virginia line, making use of the Pocomoke River.
The above is from the American Canal Guide No. 5 by Bill Trout

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
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UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:
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