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	canal: Dismal Swamp Canal
	status: Active unit of Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway
	state: Virginia & North Carolina
	county: Camden (NC)
	location: Deep Creek, VA to Pasquotank River, NC
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1805
	date2: 1826
	date3: 1899
	date4: 1940 & 1941
	date5: 
	lc1: 21 mi
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 4.2 mi
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 25.2 mi
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 5- 
	locks1: 7 - 75' x 9'
	locks3: 2 - 250' x 40'
	locks4: 2 - 300' x 52'
	locks5: 
	sign: The Dismal Swamp Canal, the present alternate route of the Intracoastal Waterway from the Chesapeake Bay to Albemarle Sound, has a  good claim to be considered the oldest in the nation still in use.  William Byrd proposed it in 1722.  Authorized by Virginia in 1787 and NC in 1790.  Work began 1793.  Limited through navigation for flat boats in 1805. Original Locks were 75' long x 9'wide. Enlarged as a ship canal in 1826.  
  Enlarged and rebuilt entirely in present form in 1899.  This dropped summit level by 8 feet and reduced locks to 2.  Present profile dates from this time.
   US government acquired canal from bankrupt private owners , March 3, 1925 for 1/2 million dollars.  Present locks at opposite ends of 21 mile long summit level at Deep Creek, VA and South Mills, NC measure 300' by 52' with a 12' lift, installed 1940 and 1941.  These locks are steel and concrete.
   Summit level skirted on east bank by US Route 17.  The original roadway was built by the canal company.
   Crossed by lift bridges at South Mills and Deep Creek, plus a high level US 17 bridge north of South Mills.
	desc: The canal has had a long and interesting career.  The 1826 profile shows locks at Deep Creek, Wilkins, Northwest to summit level, Culpeper, Spences, and South Mills for the 21 mile elevated section.  Plus a 3-1/4 mile Feeder Ditch from Lake Drummond at right angles to the main canal, built 1811.  
   Improvement to the Dismal Swamp Canal of mid-nineteenth century resulted in lowering of summit level with lift locks at Deep Creek, Northwest to summit level, Culpeper, and South Mills, plus the Gilmerton Division extension to north, 2-1/4 miles with entrance lock, spillway and dam at Deep Creek (See separate index sheet for Gilmerton Division and also for Northwest Canal), and 4.2 mile Turner's Cut from South Mills to Pasquotank replacing 7 mile twisting Joyce's Creek, opened 1856.
   Rebuilding to present status in 1899 with two wooden lift locks at Deep Creek and South Mills, 250' by 40' by 9' over sills.  These were replaced with the present 330' x 52' concrete locks with steel gates in 1940 & 1941.
   The canal's configuration is two straight lines joined at an angle near the mid-point.   This route allowed the canal to miss the headwaters of the Northwest River.
   The canal is supplied from the west by a 3-1/2 mile feeder from Lake Drummond near the mid-point.  The feeder was built in 1812 and enlarged in subsequent rebuildings.  When the summit was lowered, the feeder was equipped with a lock at the Lake Drummond end.  This lock was replaced by a dam and spillway in 1935.  The dam is bypassed by a small boat railway.  A similar railway was installed at Deep Creek in 1954 for use during droughts, but has fallen into disuse.
	group: US Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Norfolk, VA
Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, VA  - P.O. Box 15205
Dismal Swamp Canal Visitor Center, 2356 US Hwy 17 N, South Mills, NC 27976-9425
	biblio: Brown, Alexander C., The Dismal Swamp Canal, Norfolk County Historical Society, 1970
    (see further Bibliography pp. 213-225)
	reports: Maps: US Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Norfolk, VA
	landmk: National Register of Historic Places listing
National Civil Engineering Landmark
	address: Original by: Alexander C. Brown, 228 James River Dr., Newport News, VA 23601 (1/9/74)
Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Revised 1/23/05


