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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Eastern Division of the Pennsylvania Canal, while the first section to be started, was the last of the three Main Line canal
divisions to be completed. Originally this section was to connect with the Union Canal at Middletown and then run north, along the
eastern bank of the Susquehanna for 24 miles to Duncan’s Island at the mouth of the Juniata River. However, the plans were
changed in 1828 when the commissioners were authorized to extend the eastern division of the canal to a new terminus at
Columbia, Pennsylvania, 19 miles further south, from which point a railroad connection with Philadelphia was contemplated. Thus
the Eastern Division ultimately ran 43 miles from Columbia to Duncan'’s Island, with a total of 14 locks, including an outlet lock to
permit access from the canal basin at Columbia to the Susquehanna River. The locks were constructed of cut stone masonry and
were for the most part 90 feet in length by 17 feet wide, with an average lift of approximately 7-1/2 feet.

At points where the canal had to cross other streams entering the river, a water bridge, known as an “aqueduct” carried the canal
channel across. At the mouth of the Swatara Creek at Middletown, for instance, a 300 loot long agueduct with a water channel 18
feet wide and 4 feet deep, carried the canal across the creek at this point, with a road bridge attached at one side.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

When the Eastern Division Canal reached the junction of the Susquehanna and the Juniata, 15 miles above Harrisburg, the
engineers ran up against their first major problem. They had to get the canal across to the west bank of the Susquehanna to pick
up the entrance to the Juniata Division Canal and also to make connection with the newly authorized branch running up the west
bank of the river, known as the Susquehanna Division. It was decided to build a dam between the lower end of Duncan’s Island
and the east bank of the Susquehanna, at Peter's Mountain, to form a deep and more or less placid pool across which canal boats
could be drawn from a towing path bridge, Hence a dam 1998 feet long and 8-1/2 feet high with a base 30 feet thick was built of
strong timbers with an embankment of broken stone and gravel. A short distance above the dam the canal commissioners then
built the first Clark’s Ferry Bridge, a covered wooden structure with a double-deck tow path down-stream. The pool formed by the
dam also provided water for the entire Eastern Division of the canal.

Two additional lift locks on Duncan’s Island (first two locks on the Susquehanna Division) raised the boats from Clark’s Ferry pool
to a junction with the Juniata Division on Duncan’s Island at a canal basin just south of the old Amity Hall Inn. The Eastern Division
was put into operation early In 1833.

Remnants: Several of the locks along this division remain. Se attached list.
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PA Mainline Canal - Eastern Div. Structures

Revised 3/31/10

Core data from The Amazing Pennsylvania Canals, 150th Anniversary Edition by William H. Shank, PE

Mileage
from
Lock # Name Columbia lift notes GPS Coordinates
1 Columbia Outlet lock 0 15.3' Some masonry remains. Originally =~ 40E02'02.33"N 76E30'42.18"W
two locks in series.
- Columbia Canal Basin 0 - Elev. 246.58'
2 Chickies 2 Site just below Chickies Creek 40E03'18.05"N 76E31'36.68"W
- Chickies Aqueduct - Remains of piers & abutments 40E03'19.09"N 76E31'37.46"W
3 Hog Pen (Rowena or 6 19 Probably covered by modern railroad
Shocks Mill)
4 Bainbridge 11 Site in woods next to Prescott Rd. 1 40E06'25.37"N 76E41'08.48"W
mile north of Bainbridge.
5 Collins 13 Intact at Collins Road fishing access. 40E07'10.15"N 76E42'28.06"W
Double Chamber 184" long.
6 Falmouth (Scrable) 14 Intact ? Something shows on aerials 40EQ07'42.36"N 76E42'57.56"W
south of intersection of Rte 441 and
Turnpike Rd. Double Chamber
7 Bucks (Bucklock) 17 Dirt road along towpath? Near river. Approx: 40E09'53.49"N
Lock house is shown near S. Geyers 76E43'08.16"W
Church Rd.
8 Middletown (Neff) 18 1 mile below Middletown. Near boat Approx: 40E10'36.84"N
access. 76E43'27.22"W
- Royalton originally Port Royal - Port Royal had a short branch canal
that curved north then eastward
- Swatara Creek Aqueduct - Just downstream of Keystone Ave Bridge
- Junction 19 Connection with Union Canal
9 Hoyers (Steelton) 27 Double Chamber. South of watered canal
10  Harrisburg 29 13.5' Buried in railroad yards
11  Rockville 34 6.88'  Buried by highway
12 Dauphin 37 6.99" ?
13 Twin Tavern 41 6.8' Intact with watered canal 40E22'31.62"N 77E00'15.91"W
14 McKissicks 43 Guard lock, Buried by highway
- Clarks Ferry Dam 43 Slack Water Pool, Elev. 343.4'

Old maps show the railroad through Marietta being in the alignment of Front St. next to the canal. Later, the railroad was improved
and placed on top of the canal around Chickies Rock and through Marietta to Shocks Mill. The modern alignments are separate at
Chickies Creek. The improved railroad crosses the Susquehanna River at Shocks Mill and the track on the east bank is the original
alignment north of there.
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