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CANAL f STATUS ACS
Elk River
Abandoned

HAER

STATEIPROVINCE \et Virginia LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL  SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: 1848-1881 -

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1
From the Great Kanawha River at Charleston,

WV upriver through one lock

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:
The Elk River is a tributary of the Great Kanawha River on the right downbound bank at Charleston, WV.

"There was one lock on the EIk, probably in the Elk River Company's dam (ca. 1848) which was 1.7 miles above the mouth,
opposite the east end of Bigley Avenue in Charleston (National Archives map RG77-G628-11). The dam eventually became a
hazard to navigation, so a chute was cut through it in 1881."

(From the American Canal Guide, Part 4, Page 9)

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
Topo maps and aerial photos do not show a dam at this location, but the aerial photos do show objects on both banks that could

be former dam abutments.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
US Army Corps of Engineers

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Men, Mountains, & Rivers by Leland Johnson
the American Canal Guide, Part 4, Page 9

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 1/15/06
Address:

Use additional pages for added information
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