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	canal: Genesee Valley Canal
	status: Abandoned Sept. 30, 1878
	state: New York
	county: Monroe, Livingston, Wyoming, Allegany, Cattaraugus
	location: Rochester to Olean, extended to Millgrove Pond, branch canal to Dansville
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1840 to
	date2: 1841 to
	date3: 1857 to
	date4: 1861 to
	date5: 
	lc1: the Junction
	lc2: Dansville (11 mi.)
	lc3: Olean (65 mi.)
	lc4: Millgrove Pond
	lc5: 
	lt1: 41 mi.
	lt2: 52 mi.
	lt3: 117 mi.
	lt4: 124-1/4 mi.
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: 
	locks3: 
	locks4: 112 - 90' x 15'
	locks5: 
	sign: Construction was authorized May 6, 1836, commenced in 1837, completed south of Rochester to Mount Morris Aug., 1840, to Dansville, Nov., 1841, and to Olean, 1857, at a cost of $5,663,183.99. The prism was 42' wide at the waterline, 26' wide at the bottom with water 4' deep. There were 28 locks of stone, 73 of composite construction, and 11 of wood. There were 104 locks in the main line and 8 in the Dansville Branch. Locks 105 and 106 were later abandoned. The canal was to be a connection between the Erie Canal at Rochester and the Allegheny River at Olean to move especially wheat and lumber. There were 97 locks from Rochester to the summit level which was 11-1/2 miles long and 979' higher than the Erie Canal level at Rochester. The five locks between Nunda and Portageville provided the biggest lift of any New York canal. There were 9 feeders. Going south, the 1st from Allen's Creek at Scottsville, 2nd from the Genesee River, 1 mi. north of Mount Morris, 3rd from Wiscoy Creek at Mixville Landing, 4th from the Genesee River at Oramel, 5th Rockville Reservoir at Rockville, 6th from Oil Creek Reservoir, two miles north of Cuba, 7th & 8th Champlain and Champlain Creek in the village of Cuba, 9th Ischua and Oil Creek feeders Dodge and Haskell Creeks and the Alleghany River on the extension between Olean and Millgrove Pond (Portville).
   Elisha Johnson was the chief engineer. 
   The Millgrove Pond Extension was authorized Apr. 3, 1857. Work was commenced June, 1858, and completed Dec., 1861 at a cost by engineer's estimate of $109,105. The extension was 7-3/4 mi. long.
	desc: Construction of the entire canal was carried out over 24 years:
   1837 - 1840 Rochester to junction (shaker settlement) (Sonyea) & Dansville Branch
               1851 from Junction to Oramel
               1853 from Oramel to Belfast
               1854 from Belfast to Rockville
               1856 from Rockville to Olean
               1861 from Olean to Millgrove Pond

The Dansville Branch was abandoned Jan. 19, 1877
   On 4 June 1877, the legislature approved an abandonment of the canal on or after 30 September 1878. The canal was sold on November 6, 1880 to the Genesee Valley Canal Railroad, which had been chartered 15 July of that year.
   The canal route was used by the railroad from Rochester to south of Portageville. The Dansville Branch was not used as a railroad route as Dansville was already served by two railroads.
	group: Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway  http://www.fogvg.org
Canal Society of New York State
	biblio: Whitford, Noble E., "History of the Canal System of the State of New York, Vols. I & II", 1905
"Annual Report of the Canal Commissioners of the State of New York", 1875
Holton, Gladys Reid, "The Genesee Valley", 2nd edit., 1971
"Annual Report of the State Engineer and Surveyor of the State of New York Canals for the Year 1857"
Kipp, David L., "Locking the Heights: The Rise and Demise of the Genesee Valley Canal", 1999 

	reports: Various web sites
	landmk: The canal route is included in Letchworth State Park which has its Trail 7 on the route.
The canal towpath is also used by the Genesee Valley Greenway.
	address: Original by: Gerald Abendschein, 2132 Harris Rd., Waterport, NY 14571  (2/25/85)
Retyped by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Retyped:
3/28/10


