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Georgian Bay Ship Canal

Lock Name Mileage
Total 

Mileage Reach Lift (ft)

Elevation 
above 

sea level 
(ft)

Time to 
navigate 

(hrs)

Total 
Time to 
navigate 

(hrs)
Montreal Harbor 18'

1 Montreal 4.82 4.82 Montreal 34 52 1.5 1.50
2 Verdun 19.81 24.63 Lake St. Louis 18 70 3.5 5.00

3
Ste. Anne de 

Bellevue 24.61 49.24
Oka (Lake of 

Two Mountains) 5 75 3 8.00

4
Pointe 

Fortune 10.30 59.54 Pointe Fortune 40 115 1.75 9.75
5 Hawksbury 60.75 120.29 Ottawa 25 140 6.75 16.50
6 Lower Hull

33.86 154.15
Hull 28 168

4.75 21.25
7 Upper Hull

Aylmer (Lake 
Deschenes) 27 195

8 Egan Island 19.71 173.86
Arnprior (Chats 

Lake) 50 245 2.75 24.00

9
Chenaux 
Islands 13.15 187.01 Portage du Fort 35 280 2.25 26.25

10
Rocher 

Fendu #1 3.03 190.04 Rocher Fendu 35 315 1.25 27.50

11
Rocher 

Fendu #2 19.00 209.04 Coulonge 35 350 3.00 30.50

12
Paquette 
Rapids 56.43 265.47 Pembroke 20 370 6.50 37.00

13
Des 

Joachims 18.20 283.67 Des Joachims 40 410 3.00 40.00
14 Rocher 

Capitaine 12.65 296.32
Rocher 

Capitaine
30 440

2.50 42.5015 30 470
16 Deux Riviers 21.78 318.10 Deux Riviers 30 500 3.00 45.50
17 Mattawa 2.20 320.30 Mattawa 10 510 1.00 46.50
18 Plain Chant 6.60 326.90 Plain Chant 30 540 1.50 48.00
19 Les Epines 4.62 331.52 Les Epines 17 557 1.25 49.25
20 Lower 

Paressecux 
Falls

Lower 
Paressecux 

Falls

30 587

7.00 56.25

21 1.40 332.92 30 617
22 Upper 

Paressecux 
Falls Summit

30 647

23 1.96 334.88 30 677
Summit Level 23.5 358.38

24 North Bay -29 648
25 Chaudiere 31.53 Nipissing -24 624 3.75 60.00

26
Five Mile 
Rapids 13.45 403 Five Mile Rapids -24 600 2.25 62.25

27
French River 

Harbour 36.85 439.85 Pickerel -21.5 578.5 5.00 67.25

Notes:
1) Mileages are for the lock and the reach above
2) Elevation is at the top of the lock
3) Travel time is for the lock (45 min.) and the reach above
4) Locks to be: 650' long x 65' wide x 22' deep



s

Alternate Channels
Riviere des Praires Line (Leaves St. Lawrence River 17 miles below Montreal Custom House)
This alternate passes north of Montreal Island rather than south.
Replaces Locks 1, 2, & 3 above

Lock Name Mileage
Total 

Mileage Reach Lift (ft)

Elevation 
above 

sea level 
(ft)

St. Lawrence River 0 0 16
Lower Riviere des Praire 5 5

1 Praires 12 17 Praires 24 40

2
Sault au 
Rocollet 11 28 Rocollet 35 75

Lake of Two Mountains
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	canal: Georgian Bay Ship Canal
	status: Never Built
	state: Quebec / Ontario
	county: 
	location: Georgian Bay on Lake Huron to Montreal
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: Not built
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 28 mi.
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 440 mi.
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: 27 - 650' x 65'
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign:    The early voyageur route west from Montreal was up the valley of the Ottawa River. This was the way to the west, northwest, and even New Orleans for over 200 years. This route leads into central Canada and avoids Niagara Falls and the often difficult lower Great Lakes. It also avoided conflict with the Iroquois to the south in New  York and the Hudson Bay Company to the north. Over time, it came to be regarded as a possible all Canadian route to Lake Huron  While others advocated the St. Lawrence River, Lake Ontario, Welland Canal, Lake Erie, Detroit route that was eventually adopted, many advocated a water route up the Ottawa Valley.   In 1908, an Interim Report on the Georgian Bay Ship Canal was published. A final report was published in 1909. Costs were estimated at $100,000,000.00. The proposed waterway was never built.   This was to be a summit level canal as compared to the alternate route which is all uphill.   It is important to realize that this route was to be built for ships larger than any then on the Great Lakes and that canals with a 14 foot depth over sills already existed on the St. Lawrence route. Locks on the third Welland Canal and pre-Seaway St. Lawrence canals were 280' x 46' x 14' deep. Fourth Welland Canal and Seaway Locks are 859' x 80' x 30' deep. Another factor favoring this route was that construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway was delayed for several decades by internal conflicts within the U.S, government and that it was finally expedited by the potential power generation at Messina, NY / Cornwall, ON.
	desc:    Construction of the Ottawa route was stopped by the start of construction of the fourth Welland Canal, World War I, and the results of the 1911 Canadian election.   The proposed route ran from the Montreal Harbor to Georgian Bay on Lake Huron. For the route reaching Montreal via Ste. Anne and Lake St. Louis, the number of locks was 27. If via the alternate route of the Riviere des Praires (the Back River north of Montreal Island), the number would have been 26. The lift of each was from 5 to 50 feet to overcome a rise of 559 feet from Montreal to the summit and a descent of 98.5 feet to Georgian Bay. The number of reaches was 23 as flights of two locks were to be built at three sites. Locks were to be 650 foot clear long, 65 feet wide, and 22 feet over sills. Duplicate gates were to be provided at both ends allowing a clear length of 707 feet with the inner set of lower gates open. Locks were to be of concrete and electrically operated with electricity generated locally.   On this route today, the only locks are at Ste. Anne and Carillon. These maintain access to the Rideau Waterway at Ottawa. West of Ottawa, several power dams were built at the many falls along the route, but without locks. Through navigation is possible for appropriate sized boats through the resulting chain of lakes by using available portage services around the dams.   See following tables.
	group: 
	biblio: St. Laurent, Arthur; Department of Public Works, Canada, "Interim Report, Georgian Bay Ship Canal", 1908, 69 pages (available on line)St. Laurent, Arthur; Department of Public Works, Canada, "Georgian Bay Ship Canal, Report upon Survey, with Plans and Estimates of Cost", printed 1909, 600 pages (available on line)Legget, Robert F. "Ottawa Waterway", 1975Legget, Robert F.; "Canals of Canada" 1976Legget, Robert F. "Ottawa River Canals" 1988
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 6/22/12


