CANAL N . T . '
Goose Creek and Little hiver Navigation (F‘?R» Acs use)
“usLoudmm County, Virginia . DATES OF CONSTRUCTION R CLOSURE

| STATYS pvendoned. - 1349 = gb, inconplete 1382

LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF cANAL) 39904 "277°25 14, 3996029ty LENGTH

Evergreen (Bali's) i411 to the Potomac canaL. 1 siackwater_11  totaL 12
LIFT NER. DIMENSIONS AQUEDUCTS TUNNELS
LOCKS 9 Lock cHanper 52 x 11! OVERALL | ugn._D___ SECTION SIZE____ 0

DESCRIPTION: [Type of navigation, features of note (include USGS coordinates

where useful); e.g., feeders (navigable & otherwise), locks other than above,
type of locks, use of unusual material or methods of construction, present owner

r Present use & condition, etc.)

The Goose Creek and Little iiver Havipation Company was organized in 1332 to eonstruet
8 lock-and~dam towpath navigetion for canalboats from the Potomae for 20 miles up Goose Creck,
with & 5-mile branch up Littls River, a tributery, to Alcie, President of the Company was
George Carter of Oatlands, now a ilational Trust property. General Wl iam Gibbs Mcleill was
the most notable engineer for this project. ork bagan on Goose Creek in 1349 and stoppsd in
1354 because of railway commetition, after the work had been completed for 12 miles up to
Ball's Mill, involving 9 stone locks, 4 canals with stone guard rates, and 4 dans. Tofay 4 of
the locks are submerged in a new lake ; the other 5§ 1ift locks are in excel’lent to fair eondite
ion, and 3 of the guard gates are in very gyod condition. The gem of the navization is the
two-lock staircase (Cla.pha:n's) neer the mouth of the creek, and its 1-mile canal. This canal
and the lock now belong to Xerox Corporation which hes exnresged interest in maling it availab}‘re

' / :
U SORETENT TToE e o iSas * Hesg AT RS
Mr, gillarglﬂ. Du;tting, Di;ggor, International Center for Training and Development, 8130
oone Blvd., Vienna VA 0
Mr. William Stupp, loudon County Park Authority, 18 E, Market St.,leesburg, VA 22079

REPURTER’S NAME & ADDRESS: DATE

4: S. Trout, IIT 1932 “incp Robleg Drive, Duarte, Califorpia 91010 10 June 1973

HISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Original aims of company, date of incorporation, prominent
Toute, height of traffic date, transfars of ownership, ete.]

¥ to the public as a park., The rest of the works mey be incorporated into a Loudown Coumty
vark along Goose Cresk. ,

Clapham's lock is of particular interest because, althsugh a two-lock staircase reguires
only 3 pairs of aiter gates, this loek has four, for reasons not ret understood. Also, the
dimensions of the chambers are unusual, being designed for boats half as long as those used on
the C&0 Canal, so that two boats esuls have been locked through a G:0 lock at ons time.
Howevsr, only one canalboat is known to have used the GCELR Havigation so t-is interesting
experiment wes never carried out, in spite of the faet that the C-0 Canal Conpa.ny ha? construct-
ed the Goose Creck “4ver Lock in their canal, opnosite the mouth of “oose Creek, to provide

access from the Creek to the CZ0 Canel. This lock was also a 2-lock staircase, but =rith three
pairs of gates.

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:@ [Published works relating to Canal)

"The Goose Cresk and Little Fiver saxication®, Y. Trout, Yirzinia Cavalcade, Hnter 1967, 75¢
ppd. from Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va. 23219, 5pp.

"The Goose Creek and Little Riv:r Javigation®, W, Trout, unpl. ms., 14op+, maps, JRX Canal
Library, Remmolds ‘letals Co,, “‘ichmond, Va. 23213,

engineers, cause of closure, significant alterations to Btructure or

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATION OF PHOTOS, DRAWINGS § IMPGRTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES

Reports of the Goose Cresk anc Little *Mver Mavigation Company to the 'irginia Board of Public
Works, Virginia State Librery, “ictmond, Va. 22219. '

KATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS;
None, yet.

RETURMN ToO: CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/C P.H,STOTT. HAINES ROAD. MOUNT XISCO, NEW YORK 10549

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY.
TO MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING, CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE_DOTTED LINF.



