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IISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:  Tphe nistory of tae Iberville is a complex story of Brizisa-French Colonial
rivalrr., Briefly, the 1783 Troaty of Paris granted the Zritish the rigst to nove trooos and
supclies, via the lower Xississipoi, provided tnat an alternate route froz [o-ile throuzh

Lake “onchartrzin ané the Iberville, proved "impractical." Tnis right was wvitel to tanz zngzlisk
as Pontiac's sar had izolated forts and posts along the unper river. Attenots to use the low+
er river ware frustrated by French harascment at lew Orleans and attacks by :ndian allies of
the Trench above the port. For this reason, Gen. Gage, C-in-C in the colonies, felt the Iber4
ville route must be ovensd. The London Ministry avovroved and work began, 1764, with officers

of ihe 34%ih Regt. in charge. On July 28, 1768, a schooner made tha first through passage to
trhe *ig river, there is no record of otner vessels making it. Jew surveys, proposals to alteg
the Toute, usi-s Bayou anchac, and sporadic worx contirued until 1774, 3Jaze, row abacrbed

hy the jolitical problems preceeding the Revolution, tabled the matier and tie project was
abandoned.

stmklnﬁﬂm”TmN'Always~termed a "canal," the project was wore river, lake and coastal naviga-
tion, The Iberville River, about 17 miles long, was not a river but an old channel, cut by
some ancisant fleod on the lississippi, eastward to the Amite River. It was a watered slough
when the water was high, a dry bed, 12' above river level, in pericds of low wzter. It is
nari to locate on today's mavs but contemporary charts* indicate why early enzingers were
attrneted Lo it. It seems that the Zritish considered the siream below the juncturs of the
Iverville and the Azite as a continuation of the Iberville, actually it is the lowver imite.
In any avent, canal constretion was limited to the section betwsen the Mississippi and the
Amite. Bclow this woint, 100 ton schooners could pass freely down the river, throuzh Lake
imurevas, thence to Lake Poncharirain and to the coastal waters leading to iotile, then
2ritish neadquarters for the Sulf region. In part, tne course of the Iberville is reflected

kv twe outhern “oundary of Zasy Raton Rouge Parish.
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