American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL lllinois Waterway STATUS ACS

In use

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE ||1inois LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: 1871 - 1935 see below 5 - 75'x 350'
LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1 :
Grafton, IL to Chicago, IL 2 1933 - present 327.2mi. | 8- see below
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The opening of the lllinois & Michigan Canal between Chicago and LaSalle, IL provided a through connection from Lake
Michigan to the Mississippi as the lllinois River was naturally navigable below LaSalle except in low water conditions. After lack of
action by the federal government, the state completed a lock and dam at Henry, IL 29 miles downstream of LaSalle in 1871. After
some federal work, the state completed the next downstream dam at Copperas Creek, another 59 miles, in 1877. These dams
created a minimum depth of 7 feet. The locks were 350' x 75" with 7' depth over sills. A 4' depth below Copperas Creek was
maintained by the federal government by dredging and wing dams. The federal government then completed locks and dams at
LaGrange, 58 miles further downstream, in about 1888 and at Kampsville, 48 miles further, in 1893.

in 1908, the people of lllinois authorized improvements of the 60 miles of the lllinois & Des Plains Rivers between Utica and
Lockport with 55' x 200" locks. This plan was rejected by the federal government. In 1919, the state passed a new act with five
locks and dams and 110' by 600' locks. This was approved and construction begun. This project was taken over by the federal
government in 1930 and completed in 1933.

In 1935, Congress authorized construction of new locks and dams at LaGrange and Peoria. These structures have 110' x 600
locks and movable dams that are open in high water. The resulting system has a nine foot depth. The old Henry, Copperas Creek,
LaGrange and Kempsville structures were removed with Kempsville being back flooded by Alton L&D on the Mississippi River.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
Connects the Mississippi River at Grafton, IL to Lake Michigan at Chicago, IL. Itis the connecting link between the Great Lakes
and the Mississippi River System. It was built by and is maintained by the Corps of Engineers. It replaces the lllinois & Michigan
Canal.
Going upstream, locks are as follows; (From Quimby's Cruising Guide)
LaGrange Lock & Dam River mile 80.2 Right Bank downbound, 600' x 110", lift 10" Wicket dam
Peoria Lock & Dam River mile 157.7 Left Bank downbound, 600" x 110", Lift 11' Wicket dam
Starved Rock Lock & Dam  River mile 231.0 Right Bank downbound, 600" x 110", Lift 18.7"
Marseilles Lock & Dam  River mile 244.6 Left Bank downbound, 600' x 110, Lift 18.7'
Dresden Island Lock & Dam  River mile 271.5 Left Bank downbound, 600" x 110', Lift 22'
Brandon Road Lock & Dam  River mile 286.0 Right Bank downbound, 600" x 110', Lift 34'
- start Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal - River mile 290.0
Lockport Lock & Dam  River mile 291.1 Left Bank downbound, 600' x 110", Lift 30 - 42'
- junction Cal - Sag Channel - River mile 303.3
- junction with south branch Chicago River - River mile 321.8
- Confluence south and north branches Chicago River - River mile 325.5
Chicago Harbor Lock River mile 327.2 Right Bank downbound, 600' x 80', Lift 0' - 2'

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Chicago District

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Larson, John W.; Those Army Engineers: A History of the Chicago District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 1979

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: b ised
Address: 12/6/07
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