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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Indiana Harbor on Lake Michigan is at the northwest corner of Indiana. It is entirely man made. Before the US government took
charge in 1910, private interests constructed two piers into the lake and dredged the area between to a depth of 21 feet. The
federal government improved on these efforts and constructed improved harbors and breakwaters. Also built was a canal
extending inland in the southwest direction with two branches, one going east towards Lake George and the other south to the
Great Calumet River. The Lake George Branch does not reach the lake of that name. Apparently, the Lake George Branch was
originally planned to extend to the Little Calumet River, which would have provided an inland connection to the Calumet Sag Canal
ant thereby the Mississippi. The 1946 River and Harbors Act included improvement of the Great Calumet River to 225 wide
channel with lock to connect to the Indiana Harbor Canal (and possibly on to Gary). This project was placed in the inactive
category in June, 1973.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The inland portion of the canal has two legs, the 1.25 mile Lake George Branch (east - west) and the 2 mile Grand Calumet
River Branch (north - south). These meet to form the main canal which runs 1.4 miles to the Indiana Harbor. Most of the flow of the
Grand Calumet River flows through its branch and the main canal to Lake Michigan. Both legs, the main canal, and the harbor are
artificial.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers, Chicago District.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Larson, John W.; Those Army Engineers: A History of the Chicago District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 1979

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 4 5150/07
Address:
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