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CANAL Great Kanawha River STATUS ACS

Operating

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE yp/0ct Virginia LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE

COUNTIES: b1875-98 90.57 mi 90.57 mi 10 - see below
LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): . «» 1 b1931-38 -present 90.57 mi  90.57 mi 3 - see below
Deepwater, WV to Ohio River at Point E
Pleasant, WV g2
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Kanawha flows in a North northeast direction. Originally, this was to be the west end of the James River & Kanawha Canal
Company's Central Water Line between the Atlantic and the Ohio River. The river was navigable to the Kanawha Falls by the
1800's, but subject to seasonal fluctuations. The first series of locks were built by the Corps of Engineers in 1875 to 1898
eventually numbering 10 locks. These were numbers 2 - 11 going downstream. Lock 1 near the falls was never built. All locks
were of cut stone with wooden milter gates. Locks 2 -5, above Charleston, had chambers 50" x 300 to 312'. Those below
Charleston (#6 to #11) were 55' x 342'. The project depth was 6'. Dams were of the movable wicket type.

In 1931 - 1938, the Corps replaced the earlier system with three higher locks and dams as below with roller gate dams and
increased the project depth to 9'. These are concrete locks with steel miter gates. The original twined chambers are now being
supplemented with larger, single 800' x 110" chambers.

For more detail and directions to the old and modern sites see the American Canal Guide, Part 4 pages 8-10.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
(From Quimby's Cruising Guide)
Mouth of Great Kanawha River at Pt. Pleasant, WV Kanawha River Mile 0.0
Winfield Locks & Dam, Red House, WV  River mile 31.1 Right Bank downbound, 800’ x 110" and 2 - 360" x 56', lift 28'
Mouth of Coal River at St. Albans, WV about river mile 46 Left bank downdbound
Mouth of Elk River at Charleston, WV, Right bank downbound
Marnet Locks & Dam,Belle, WV  River mile 67.7 Right Bank downbound, 2 - 360" x 56', lift 24' (1 - 800' x 110' being built)
London Locks & Dam, London, WV  River mile 82.8 Right Bank downbound, 2 - 360" x 56', lift 24'
Head of Navigation, River mile 90.57

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
US Army Corps of Engineers

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Quimby's Cruising Guide

Men, Mountains, & Rivers by Leland Johnson
The American Canal Guide, Part 4 pages 8-10

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Investigation made by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date: 1/14/06
Address:

Use additional pages for added information
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