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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The natural river between the southern end of Lake Kissimmee and the northern end of Lake Okeechobee was 103 miles long. In
1947, flooding due to hurricanes caused a demand to improve drainage south from the Orlando area. As a result, the Corps of
Engineers was directed and funded to convert the river into the C-38 Canal of just 56 miles in length. This construction was done
between 1962 and 1970. This canal had 6 locks and dams beginning with structure S65 at the outlet of Lake Kissimmee and
continuing south with structures S65A, S65B, S56C, S65D, and S65E. This change did achieve the flood reduction goal, but it
dried out the area along the river, aversely affecting wildlife and had other detrimental effects to Lake Okeechobee and the
Everglades further south. As a result, a compromise was agreed to restore the original river in the middle portion including the
destruction of structures S65B and S65C. The other structures and the north and south ends of the canal will remain. Once
construction is complete, through navigation will be restored on the canal and restored river. The project is now planned for
completion in 2013.

The Kissimmee River was used for navigation by many boats of small size in Florida's early transportation before the coming of
any roads or railroads. Florida's "Land Boom" of the early 1900's brought prospective land owners by waterways to the interior of
the state. Transportation then spread by canal to all points, east and west. Many of these canals remain. The river is accessible to
the boater from both the Atlantic and the Gulf via Lake Okeechobee. It provides access to the lakes just south of Orlando.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

After completion of the current projects, the waterway will consist of four locks and dams (two at the north end and two at the
south) with a mid section of natural wandering river. Locks are of concrete with sector gates at each end.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District
Southern Florida Water Control District

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Alderson, Doug; "New Dawn for the Kissimmee River, Orlando to Okeechobee by Kayak"; University of Florida Press, 2009
Buker, George E., "Sun, Sand and Water; A History of the Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1825 - 1975"
Buker, George E., "Environment - The Third E: A History of the Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1975 - 1998"

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

nvestigation made by: o jinal by: Alden W. Gould, 5558 Palm Beach BIvd, #114, Ft. Myers, FL 33905 (12/18/74)
Address: Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
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