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ILISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: The Landsford Canal, the northernmost of four canals on the Catawba-Wateree
system, was part of the internal improvement program sterted by the state legislature around
the four principal falls (see Catawba, Rocky Mount, and Wateree Canals). In all there were
25 miles of river canals, with 417" of 1lift, built at a cost to the state, including some
turnpikes and coastal improvements, of nearly two millions. It was stated that "two thousand
miles of river navigation" was made passable, All were on the west bank of the stream. Tolls
on all the river navigation canals were set at one cent per btale of cotton per lock; other
charges are unknown.

In sddition o the two pairs of 1ift locks, Lthere was one guard lock at the upriver end.
All structures were of stone, The guard lock was planned to be 100 x 12; although definite
information is lacking, it is assumed this was nmo exception. A rock dam in the river by the
guard lock, 6 masonry culverts, 2 bridges (masonry and masonry & wood), and a masonry lock
keeper's house completed the list of structures built., In addition an existing mill and mill

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION: r@Ce Wwere incorporated into the canal near its midpolifit, The Iour IiTTE
totaled 35', The contractor was Robert lLeckie, later Superintendent of Masonry on the C & O
Canal. Cost of the Landsford: $130,7n0,

The Landsford is one of the only canals in South Carolina remaining little disturbed.
All five locks are still standing, and the stonework is in good condition. Though the lower
end has been badly washed by seasonal flocding, the earthen walls of the upper two thirds of
the canal stand out prominently. The entire work is now part of a restorastion and canal park
under the SC Dept of Parks, Recreation & Tourism.

The canal has seen two Beasons of archeological work to determine its features
(contracted with the Univ. of SC Institute of Archeology & Anthropology). Immediate plans
and worits in progress include nsture trails, day use ares, and interpretive aress. long range
plans are to open the upper two locks and the canal, making it operational to the bridge.
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South Carolina Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
Box 1358, Columbia, South Carolins 29202
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Much additional detailed information on the river navigation system msy be found in the
"Inland Navigetion Files, Catawba-Wateree River," State Archives, Columbia, SC
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