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	canal: Le Claire Canal
	status: In use as the auxiliary chamber at Lock and Dam 14
	state: Iowa
	county: 
	location: 
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1922 to present
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 3.5 mi.
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 3.5 mi.
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: 1 - 320' x 80'
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign:    Early improvements to the Rock Island Rapids section of the Mississippi River involved removal of rock ledges along the Illinois side of the river. 
   The second lock to be constructed as part of the 6-foot project was a lateral canal around the Rock Island Rapids at Le Claire, by-passing the upper 3.6 miles of rapids. There was already a 200 by 4-foot channel through this chain, but it was very crooked. The Le Claire Canal project was authorized on March 5, 1914. The canal, with a low, longitudinal wall upstream, would give 6 feet of water from Le Claire to the Hampton Pool.
   Maps for a lateral canal on the Rapids had been drawn by a Board of Engineers in 1888, but the Board did not specify on which side of the river the canal should be built. Engineers for the 6-foot project decided on the Iowa side for several reasons. The existing improved channel was on the Illinois side. Building a canal there would interrupt navigation. A canal on the Iowa side would be ½ mile shorter. Finally, on the Iowa side engineers could make use of Smith’s Island, a long narrow strip of land close to the Iowa shore, as part of the dike. Using Smith’s Island as part of the dike and canal wall would save nearly one mile of construction. The total length of the dike, including the island, was to be 3½ miles. The locks were designed with an 80 by 350-foot chamber. Before any construction could begin on the Le Claire project, war interrupted District activities.


	desc:    Construction of the Le Claire Canal began in 1921. The project was opened to navigation (though not yet complete) in November of 1922. The final dimensions of the lock chamber were 80 by 320 feet, with a low water depth of eight feet at the upper sill and 7 feet at the lower. By June 30, 1924, the project was 92% complete, and had cost $2,040,632.78
	group: 
	biblio: Tweet, Roald; "A History of the Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers", 1866 - 1975; U. S Army Engineer District, Rock Island; Rock Island, Illinois, 1975 
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 11/13/07


