ML The Lower Appomattox Wavigetion (Fon s vse)
OF CONSTRUCT! R
STATUS  Tn wse 130 DATES ON T CLOSURE
) R
LocATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL) 37044t 77°24 00 = 370131N’77020c,; LENGTH "
4 @.5
Petersburg to deep water and the James " iver CAML_ . SLACKWATER TOTAL *
LIFT NBR. DIMENSTONS AQUEDUCTS TUNNELS
LoCKs 0 LOCK CHAMBER OVERALL |t O secrion size _____ 0
DESCRIPTION!

{Type of navigation, festures of note (include USG5 coordinates where useful); e.g., feedes (navigable & othervise}, locks other than above
type of locks, use of upusual material or methods of construction,-present owner, present use & condition, etc.]

Potersburg's outlet to the James River, and the sea, was the lower Apponattox, ten niles
long, of which 2t least half was a silted stream meandering among numerous tidewater islands.
By 1302 the Lower Appomattox Company hed begun to train the water into a main chanmel gt least
seven feet deep, by building jetties from each shore "as on the *hine" and by cle-ring sandbars
in the channel. The company as reorganized in 1325, when two cgbs across shoals were made and
a dam was placed across the old river bed to put el1l the water isto the new chammel. The
navigetion was soccessfully maintained by the company wntil 1350, when responsibility was turned
over to the city of Petersburg. Later changes wers made over the years by the Corps of Zngine:
eers, but some of the present chamnel, now used by small boats, my utilize the cuts made in tho

1320's, An historical map of the lower Appomattox would be usefel for recreational prrposes,
and should be worked upe.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

REPORTER'S NAME & ADDRESS:

DATE
W.E. Trout, III _ 1922 Cineo Robles_Drive, Dusrte, Colifornis 91910 { 13 _Jwne 1973 ]
HISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Original aims of pany, date of i

tion, prominant engineers, causa of ciosure, significant alterations to strycture or
route, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, etc.}

See above.

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relating to Canal)

"The Appomattox Pver Navigationg", W.E. Trout,III, unpl. mS.,19%7,0ps14=15. JREK Canal Librery
Reinolds Metals Company, Richmond, Virginie 23218,

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, LOCATION OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS & IMPORTANT PERJODICAL REFERENCES

Reports of the Lower Appomattox Company to the Virginia Board of Public “orks, Virginia State
Librery, “4chmond, Yirginia 23219.

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS:

RETURN T.0: CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, £/0 P.H.STOTT. HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO, WM YORK 10549

WSE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TG MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING, CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AKD FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE.



