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History § Use in Service; Use Since Abandonment: .

The tunnel is part of a 15-mile unfinished extension of the JREK above Buchanan, VA, begun in
1853 and abandoned in 1856 because of lack of funds. This abandonment was at the time
considered only temporary. The 15-mile section included two canal tunnels -- one completed
(Mason) and one incomplete (Marshall). The Marshall Tunnel was to have been 19500 feet long.
The east portal is approached by a 500-foot cut; the east heading is 450 feet in length with
a 100-foot filled-in shaft halfway across the ridge. From the west portal, a heading 200
feet in length was excavated with another shaft to the surface. Over a dozen drills, two
shovel heads and an awl were found in the east heading. The drills were piled on a heap of
broken rock and covered with soil as if for drainage and preservation. Boards placed for
wheelbarrow runways are still at the face. It would appear that at the time of abandonment

Description (Visibile Remains at the site): .y o tynnel, which is through limestone, and without timberin

hit a pocket of clay, and this was being carried away. The west heading has a spring which
keeps the floor covered with one or two feet of cold water, which has preserved a number of
timbers, two swivel dump carts, and a section of tramway rail used by the carts. An o0il wick
miners lamp was found in this heading, as well as a piece of fuse calcified by water dripping
from the limestone walls., The bed of one of the carts, 6x5% feet in area, with side boards
one foot high was removed from the tunnel and soaked in polyethylele glycol. Some checking
has occurred after 5 years. It is hoped that someday the rest can be preserved and a complete
canal dumpcart reassembled. Because of the fragile nature of the archeological remains in the
tunnel, the owners have asked that no visitors be allowed without written permission from the
writer. Others have been turned away. Great potential for further study.
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