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	structure: McHenry Lock & Dam (W.G. Stratton Lock & Dam)
	canal: Fox River
	haer: 
	condition: In use
	state: Illinois
	county: McHenry
	city: McHenry
	street: 
	waterway: Fox River
	topo: McHenry
	utm: lat: 42 18.33N  long: 88 15.01W
	designer: 
	contractor: 
	materials: 
	start: 1907
	comp: 
	rebuild: 1934
	aband: in use
	hist: From the state web site:   "In 1907, the original McHenry dam was built and a hand operated lock was constructed." (no mention of by whom) "The facilities were donated to the people of Illinois in 1924 and construction of a new concrete block dam begun in 1934.  In the early 1960's, a portion of the park property on the west bank of the Fox River was provided for the locks and managed by the Division of Water Resources"  This is the only lock on the Fox River and allows navigation from Algonquin Dam (River Mile 82) through the Fox River Lakes to the Wisconsin border (River Mile 115)  The Fox River flows into the Illinois River at Ottawa.  Going upstream, dams are at mile 5 (Dayton Dam, hydroelectric), mile 36.5 (Yorkville Dam), mile 47 (Montgomery Dam), mile 48.3 (North Avenue Dam), mile 52.5 (North Aurora Dam), mile 55.3 (Lower Batavia Dam), mile 56 (Upper Batavia Dam), mile 58 (Geneva), mile 60.4 (St. Charles Dam), mile 67.7 (South Elgin Dam), mile 71.6 (Elgin Dam), mile 77.7 (Carpentersville - maybe a site only), mile 82 (Algonquin Dam), mile 96 (McHenry Lock & Dam).  Although this Fox River originates in Wisconsin, it is not the same river as the Fox River that flows past Portage, WI to Lake Michigan at Green Bay.  Lock dimensions are 60' length x 25' wide and 6-1/2' lift.
	desc: In the 1950s and early 1960s, it was planned to develop the Fox River for navigation by large pleasure boats from the Illinois River at Ottawa to the Chain of Lakes above McHenry. The present Yorkville and Montgomery Dams were built under this project, but without locks. When construction was about to begin on a dam at Boulder Hill, just south of The Kane/Kendall county line, the project was halted by environmental concerns. The project was promoted by the then governor, William G. Stratton. The lock and dam at McHenry is named for him.  The dam at Yorkville is named for Glen Palmer who was Stratton's director of natural resources and apparently raised him after Stratton's parents died.
	other: 
	owners: Illinois, Division of Water Resources
	deed: 
	biblio: 
	agencies: Illinois, Division of Water Resources
	register: 
	by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Revised7/22/09


