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The U.S. Steam Launch Emily becomes the first boat to enter the new Moline Lock. 
 

 
 

The Moline Lock under construction. 
 

Images from "A History of the Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers, 1866 – 1975” 



 
 

Recent view of Moline Lock 
 
Image from Google Earth 


	structure: Moline Lock
	canal: Upper Mississippi River
	haer: 
	condition: Abandoned
	state: Illinois
	county: Rock Island
	city: Moline
	street: 
	waterway: Upper Mississippi River
	topo: 
	utm: 
	designer: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	contractor: Dravo Contracting Co., Pittsburg, PA
	materials: 
	start: April, 1906
	comp: January, 1908
	rebuild: 
	aband: 
	hist:    "Improvements at the Rock Island Rapids had proved satisfactory while the rest of the channel was unimproved. But by 1900 the remainder of the Upper Mississippi had been improved to the point where the Rapids had again become an obstruction. At the same time, the growing farm equipment industry at Moline pointed up the need for more adequate access to the Moline waterfront. Entry was especially hard for boats coming upstream. The Moline and Duck Creek Chains had steeper slopes and swifter currents than anywhere else on the Rapids. Boats had to cross both of these chains to reach Moline.   "The River and Harbor Bill in 1901 contained an appropriation for a survey for a lock at Moline with the understanding that the lock would use the newer method of concrete construction that had been developed for the Hennepin Canal. The bill failed, but passed the following year. A Board of Engineers met in October of 1902 to consider the proposed lock.   "Authorization for construction of the Moline lock did not come until the River and Harbor Bill of March 3, 1905. Although the original estimate of cost made in the survey report of 1902 was $386,000, Congress appropriated only $100,000 to begin construction, with the stipulation that total costs would not exceed $286,000.   "The Moline Lock Project called for dredging a channel 250 feet wide with a 4-foot low water depth from Moline to the head of the Arsenal dike above the city, and a similar channel from Moline to the main channel by means of a lock and dam at the foot of Benham’s Island opposite the city. The Moline Lock was designed to improve 3 miles of the 14-mile Rock Island Rapids.
	desc:    "Bids were advertised and on March 31, 1906, a contract was signed with the Dravo Contracting Company of Pittsburgh, to be completed on or before April 1, 1908. The lock chamber was to be 325 by 80 feet. Original plans called for a 4-foot channel depth with 5 feet in the locks, but in September of 1905, anticipating the coming 6-foot project, the depth was increased to 6 feet. The lock was to have concrete walls and wooden gates, operated by electricity. The dam and all back fill were to be built by the Corps using hired labor.Work went smoothly on all aspects of construction, except for a stray shot now and then from the Arsenal test range. Though not completely finished, the lock opened for traffic on December 23, 1907. In January, 1908, the Rock Island District accepted the lock from the contractor.   "Most of the lock usage during 1908 was from District boats transporting supplies. In the spring of 1909 the ferry steamer B. B. began using the lock for service between Moline and Bettendorf, and by May the lockmaster recorded 612 lockages with 17,308 passengers. Only three months later, in August, the Moline Lock recorded its peak use: 1,140 lockages with 18,998 passengers, but a commercial freight of only 182 tons. The Moline Lock had the misfortune of being finished just as a long decline in river traffic set in. It did have one year of glory, however. The lockages in June, July, and August of 1909 each surpassed the total for any single month of the famous Soo Locks. In fact, these three months probably set a record greater than any lock in the world up to that time."Quoted from "A History of the Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers, 1866 - 1975"The lock remained in use until the rapids were flooded by the downstream Lock and Dam 15 of the Nine Foot Navigation project. The tops of the walls remain visible at the upstream corner of Arsenal Island
	other: 
	owners: U.S. Army, Corps of Engineers
	deed: 
	biblio: Tweet, Roald; "A History of the Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers, 1866 - 1975"; U. S Army Engineer District, Rock Island; Rock Island, Illinois, 1975 
	agencies: 
	register: 
	by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	address: 
	date: 11/1/07


