..

American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL STATUS . ACS
Tannessee Canal (Mussle Shoals Canal) Abandoned, site now under the water
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 4 o yn5 the first attempt to
River in Alabama.
proceeds to he used for "

lani and oversee construction.
beran in 1831. Orizinally intended to go from
it only went around Bi:
above.
for much of its life.
The cost was 3644,549.
of luscle Zhozls canals.

avact

On Hay 23, 1828, Congress granted the State, 400,000 acres of public land,
izprovement of navigation of
Jen. 15, 1830, Ala. General Assembly created "Board of Tenn. Canal Commissioners" to aggaire
That year, Cel. Long, U. 5. A., surveyed thes line and work

uscle Shoals, leavinz Little Muscle 3hoals below and Zlk Shoals

It was completed in 1836, but as a result of poor desizn and planning it was closed
date of finel closing is in question but it was soon after 1840,
It would be nearly 40 years before work began on the second generation

solve the problem of navigaticn on the Tennessed

the lluscle 3hoals and Colbert Shoals."

Florence to Brown's Ferry, 38 miles, as builft,

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

than a fev hundred feet from the water. The

of floods and neglect.

the channel.

to normal water level in the river.
boats enter the canal.

The canal line followed the north bank of the river very closely, never more

prism was; 42' bottom, 60' top and 6' deep.

Locks were built of cut stone, 32' x 120' and most were 3till intact after nearly 40 years
There were two serious flaws in the enzineering design.
there were no acqueducts or culverts, streams were directed into the censl prism.
were heavy rzins, the canal was closad for lonz veriods because of wasnouts and debris in
The second problem was that the bed of the channel was too hizh, in relation
Only when there was high water in the river, could

First,
“hen there

done known

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANALS PRESERVATION/RESTORATION: o
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