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CANAL . STATUS ACS
North Branch Division, PA Canal System Abandoned
HAER
STATE/PROVINCE P Wani LENGTH LIFT LOCKS
ennsylvania DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: See below 1831-1890 Sec. #1 55 mi.
LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): _ _ » 1 1834-1882 Sec. #2 17 mi.
Northumberland Canal Basin to NY State Line E
% 2 1856-1872 Sec. #3 97 mi.
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: 5] . _ 17'v90'
% 3 Total: 169 mi. 43 - 17'x90
Z 4
w

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The North Branch of the Susquehanna Canal System commenced at the basin at Northumberland which united the Susquehanna, the North Branches and the West Branch.
Including the outlet lock to the river at Northumberland, there were a total of nine locks on this section, of the standard 17 feet wide by 90 feet long type. The North Branch
originally ran 55 miles to the feeder pool at Nanticoke Falls. Ground was broken at Berwick July 4, 1828 and the work on this section was completed in 1831. The important
function of the North Branch was the supplying of coal to the entire Pennsylvania canal system south and west of Nanticoke, an important anthracite distribution point.
Interesting features of the original North Branch Canal were: a sizeable aqueduct across Fishing Creek at Rupert, a weigh-lock at Beach Haven, and a dam across the river at
Nanticoke.

An 1831-1834 project, known as The Wyoming Extension, carried the North Branch another 17 miles northeast, past Wilkes-Barre to Pittston. A further extension of the north
branch division, from Pittston along the north branch of the Susquehanna River to Athens and the New York state line, was begun in 1836, and after several long
interruptions, due to financial difficulties was finally placed in operation in 1856. This section went through a rather rugged portion of the state and over the entire route (169
miles) between Northumberland and the state line 43 locks were required to overcome 334 feet of elevation. Five river dams were built to provide stretches of slack water
navigation, as well as water to feed the canal sections, 29 aqueducts were constructed, and 229 bridges were built to carry local roads over the canal.

Final connection to the Erie Canal was made through an 18 mile privately-built junction canal in New York state which linked the north branch extension with Elmira. From
this point the Chemung Canal ran north along Seneca Lake to make connections with the Erie Canal.

The canal boat “Towanda” was said to be the first boat to open interstate trade between Pennsylvania and New York when, in November of 1856, it took a load of anthracite
coal from Pittston to Elmira. During later years of canal operation this connection permitted boats from the Pennsylvania canal system to travel as far from home as Buffalo,
and Lake Champlain

Counties: Northumberland, Montour, Columbia, Luzerne, Wyoming, & Bradford

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Remnants: Lock 1, Northumberland; Lock 3, below Fishing Creek; abutments of Fishing Creek Aqueduct; a section of canal in
Riverlands Park, The Nanticoke Guard Lock; canal bed upstream of the Lackawanna Aqueduct; the canal bed around the curve at
Vosburg Tunnel; remnants of Horse Race Dam; and other spots visible on aerial photos.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
PA Canal Society

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

"Amazing PA Canals", W.H. Shank. 1977
"Anthracite and Slackwater: The North Branch Canal 1828 - 1901", Petrillo, F. Charles,1986

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):
see the web site for Duryea, PA for maps of the Lackawanna Feeder

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

Investigation made by: i inal by Wm. H. Shank, 809 Rathton Road, York, PA 17403, 1977 Rvsd:

Address: Revised by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 2/26/10

Use additional pages for added information




PA Canal - North Branch Div. Structures

Notes:

Revised 3/4/10

1) Locks are numbered upstream from Northumberland & the Nanticoke pool and dowstream on the
North Branch Extension

2) Core data for the Original North Branch Canal from The Amazing Pennsylvania Canals, 150th
Anniversary Edition by William H. Shank, PE
3) Below, where condition is noted as "nothing visible" means nothing visible on aerial photos.

4) Core data for Wyoming Division, North Branch Extension, and Junction Canal from "Anthracite and
Slackwater” by F. Charles Petrillo

Lock # Name Mileage Lift (Ft.) Condition Notes GPS Coordinates
Original North Branch Division
Northumberland Basin 0.0 Elev. 442.4', now sewer plant. 40E53'04.62"N 76E47'44.71"W
Also had weigh lock
1 Foot of 13 Mile Level 1.2 11.49 Intact
2 Danville 14.2 11.21 2 miles above Danville - approx GPS 40E56'33.63"N 76E35'20.37"W
3 Rupert 21.7 10.65 Intact 40E58'32.72"N 76E28'18.06"W
- Fishing Creek Aqueduct - Abutment ruins 40E58'52.06"N 76E28'15.96"W
4 Bloomsburg 23.1 5.51 Nothing visible approx GPS: 40E59'23.54"N 76E27'32.07"W
5 Stoney Town (Lime Ridge) 30.0 9.63 Unknown  Probably at end of Mill Street 41E01'27.91"N 76E20'18.02"W
- Brier Creek Aqueduct about 33 - Nothing visible |ntersection of canal and creek obvious ~ 41E02'25.51"N 76E18'22.67"W
6 Berwick 36.2 8.48 Nothing visible Sjte next to S. Market St. 41E03'17.56"N 76E13'52.78"W
opposite end of Pine St.
7 Beach Haven 39.3 8.92 Nothing visible Also weigh Lock in Beech Haven 41E04'01.70"N 76E10'33.23"W
- Shickshinny Aqueduct about 47 - Nothing visible on aerials 41E09'07.12"N 76E08'54.73"W
8 Nanticoke - Guard Lock 55.8 1.93 Intact Dam on river - Pool Elev. 514.76' 41E13'14.60"N 76E01'01.60"W
Wyoming Division

- Slackwater Towpath - - Towpath along Susquehanna River - 3.9 miles
1 Outlet Lock 59.7 12 Unknown
2 60.5 10 Unknown 619 yards above Outlet Lock
3 Wilkes-Barre 62.8 10 Unknown
4 Plainsville 67.5 6 Unknown
5 Port Blanchard 68.5 7 Unknown



Lock # Name Mileage Lift (Ft.) Condition Notes GPS Coordinates
- Lackawana River 72.8 - Feeder an additional 3,762 Ft. to dam upstream on the Lackawana
River
North Branch Extension
- Lackawana Creek 0.00 - Two spans, 259 total feet long
Aqueduct, Pittston
28 Pittston 0.00 6.5
27  Saxs 3.32 6.0
- Stout's Run Aqueduct 4.06 - One 19' span, 34 total feet long
- Gardiner's Creek 4.80 - One 27' span, 45 total feet long
Aqueduct (new channel)
- Gardiner's Creek 4.90 - One 27' span, 45 total feet long
Aqueduct (old channel)
26 Gardiner's Creek 4.92 9.0
25 Harris 8.29 6.6
- Keeler's Creek Aqueduct 8.72 - One 18’ span, 34 total feet long
- Buttermilk Falls Creek 10.64 - One 80' span, 99 total feet long
Aqueduct
24  M'Kune 13.61 9.0
(D) 23 Jenkins 17.89 8.0
(- 22 Tunkhannock 20.92 7.0
" — - Tunkhannock Creek 21.40 - Three 100' spans, 337 total feet
— Aqueduct long
AV - Teague's Creek Aqueduct 25.06 - One 25' span, 28 total feet long
QO - Burk's, Hunt Ferry 26.47 - One 18' span,22 total feet long
@) Aqueduct
c - Guard Gates 29.25 -
C 21  Guard Lock, Dam 3, 32.55 -
o™ Horserace
20 Meshoppen outlet 36.17 13.4
§ 19 Meshoppen outlet 36.35 10.3
18 Meshoppen outlet 36.50 8.0
c - Meshoppen Creek 36.56 - One 120' span, 132 total feet long
- Aqueduct
I_ - Aqueduct on Allen Jayne's  37.90 - One 26' span, 29 total feet long

farm



Lock # Name Mileage Lift (Ft.) Condition Notes GPS Coordinates
- Overfield's Aqueduct 38.27 - One 25' span, 28 total feet long
17 Black Walnut Bottom 40.67 7.0
- Big Turcarora Creek - One 89' span, 110 total feet long
Aqueduct 43.90
16 Laceyville 44.68 10.0
- Little Turcarora Creek 44.79 - One 35' span, 52 total feet long
Aqueduct
- 44.79 - One 23' span, 27 total feet long
Ebenezer Lacey Aqueduct
15 Browntown Narrows 48.85 6.0
- Allen's Creek Aqueduct, 50.84 - One 23' span, 27 total feet long
first end Brownstown
14  Stalford, above 52.87 9.0
Browntown
- Wyalusing Creek 54.43 - Two 108’ spans, 247 total feet
Aqueduct long
13  Wyalusing 54.70 7.0
12 Fleetown 57.56 9.0
11 Below Rummerfield Creek 62.75 6.0
10 George Vaness 65.34 6.0
9 Standing Stone 67.32 7.0
' - Wysox Creek Aqueduct 70.00 - Two 100’ spans, 234 total feet
long
E - Little Wysox Creek 70.00 - One 29' span, 32 total feet long
| Agqueduct
8 Guard Gates 72.79 -
@© Guard Lock, Dam 2,
(@) 7 Towanda 74.18 -
o 6  Outlet 76.68 13.0
'|: 5  Sugar Creek 77.35 12.0
- Sugar Creek Creek 77.40 - Two 100’ spans, 230 total feet
Aqueduct long
4 Smith's Mills 80.50 6.0
3 Ulster 83.09 8.0
Guard Gates, Warners,
2 not completed 86.40 -



Lock # Name Mileage Lift (Ft.) Condition Notes GPS Coordinates
Guard Lock, Dam 1,
1 Athens 89.97 -
A Outlet, 2-5/8 canal 91.52 13.0
B Outlet 91.70 13.0
C Outlet 92.45 8
- Tullytown Creek Aqueduct 92.76 - One 28’ span, 38 total feet long
(2-5/8 canal)
- PA / NY State Line 94.20 -
223.8
Junction PA / NY State Line 0
NY and Erie RR Bridge 5
Canal Elmira (Chemung Canal) 18
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