CANAL | (FOR ACS USE)

The North Jest Canal, Virginia
: DATES OF CONSTRUCTION & CLOSURE
| _STATUS Abandoned  ©£.1%23-30, ah.by 1367,
LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL) 36°37M7€023 V1 to 36936'N767 17" CENGTH
Dismal Swemp “anal neer “allaceton, to the lorth Yest River.| L. 7mi siackwater ToTALT=1
LIFT NER. DIMENSTONS AQUEDUCTS TUNNELS
Locks 3 Lock chanper_12 X 90 2 OVERALL . | weR._0._ sEcTioN si2E o

IDESCRIPTION: 1Type o! navigstion, Isatures o! note {include USGS coordinates where useful)) e.g., feeders {navigable b otherwise), locks othar than above,
type of locks, use of unusual material or sethods of construction, present owner, prasent use ¢ condition, etc.]

The North “est Danal was built on the line of a waste ditch 7ron the 1320's, which
comected t-e Dismal Swamp “anal with the headweters of the iorth West Liver, which empties intd
Currituck “ound on the Atlentic coast, near the Ve.-ll.C., line. In 1323-30 the Dismal Svamp
Canal Company enlar-ed and len-thered it to make a navirable commection which could be used not
only to give access to a new part of the swamp for timberine operstions, but to nrovide an
alternate route for coastal traffic in case the southern part of the Jismal Swamp Canal became
impassable, The canal was neglected during the Civil “ar and wes not used thereafter,

The canal was 7 miles long, with three wooden locks and & culvert. HNo sigms of one lock
or of the culvert have yet been located, but the site of the two "Outfall Locks", sevarzted by
a basin, is undisturbed and would meke a good subject for study. Part of the lower Outfall LocH
hes been preserved through immersion in the ilorth “est River. This is the only remant ¥

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake, Box 15205, Chesapeake, Va. 23320

REPORTER'S NAME RESS: - DATE
A rout,‘Ii?[D, 1932 Cinco Fobles Drive, duarte, Calif. 31010 29 By 1973

KISTORICAL SUMMARY: [Original aims of company, date of incorperation, prominent sengineers, cause of closure, significant slterations to structure or
routs, height of traffic date, transfers of ownership, etc.}

% of an original wooden lock in the Dismal Suwano region, because all of the others have eitrer
disavneared or were long ago replaced by stone {and then conecrete) structures, It is probably
the best remazining wooden lock in Virginia and deserves scme study. The site is privately owned
and appears to be safe.

B10GRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relating to Canall .

Brown, Alexander C., The Yigmp) Swemp Canel,Norfolk County MYistorical Soclety of “hesapecske,
Box 15205, Chesapeake, Va. 23320, hardecover 45.00, paper 33,00. 1770, 23/4ppe, 1ll.

Trout, 2., The Northwest Cenal, unpl. ms., 4pD., maps, in JRGK Canal Library, Reynolds etels
Compeny, Richmond, Va. 23213,

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS. LOCATION OF PHOTOS. DRAWINGS B IMPORTANT PERIGDICAL REFERENCES

N [} - . . .
Feports of the Jigmz) Swamp Canal L’ornpa.ny to the irginia 3oard of Pudlic “orks, Virginia
State Library, Richmond, Virginia 23219.

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER (HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD) STATUS!

RETURK TO: CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/0 P.H.STOTT, HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO. KEW YORK 10549

. USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TO MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING, CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG THE DOTTED LINE.



