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	canal: Northern Canal (GA)
Surveyed Only
	status: Surveyed Only
	state: Georgia
	county: 
	location: From the mouth of the Altamaha River near Darien, Ga. to the Tennessee River, near Dayton, TN
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: Surveyed Only
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 120 mi.
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 485 mi.
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: Estimated
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: ?
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: The Savannah River was considered as a part of the Northern Canal, but the final - choice was the Altamaha. The route would ascend the Altamaha and the Ocmulgee Rivers to the site of present Lake Jackson, From there, a towpath canal would go up the Yellow River valley to the headwaters of Beaver Ruin Creek, in Gwinnett Co. It would then cross the divide to the Chattahoochee River and, by slack water, ascend that stream about 20 miles, where it would cross to the west bank, in present Forsyth Co. The Chattahoochee was then the eastern boundary of the Cherokee Nation. In the Indian country, it was planned to cross -another divide, by canal, to the Etowah River, down that stream by river navigation, to the site of Rome. From Rome, the route would turn north and east, up the Oostanaula by navigation and the Conasauga by slack water, to a point just over the state line. In Tennessee, another canal (This was the proposed Hiwassee Canal, surveyed in 1827. See Index Sheet.), crossing another divide, would lead to the Ocoee. River, then down the Ocoee and the Hiwassee to the Tennessee. The long stretch of canal line from the mouth of the Yellow to the Chattahoochee Rivers was surveyed and levels established. The surveyors field books survive. No surveys were made by Georgia within the Cherokee Nation as the Indian leaders refused to allow any rights of way.
	desc: In 1825, an Act of the Georgia Legislature created an Internal Improvement Fund of $500,000. A Board of Public Works was appointed and $50,000 appropriated for its use. The Board was instructed to select three canal routes; two, the Southern and the Central, to join the Gulf of Mexico with the Atlantic coast; the third, the Northern, to provide a way from the coast to the Tennessee River. Hamilton Fulton, a Scot who had been employed by North Carolina, was engaged as Chief Engineer. The Northern and Central lines were located and surveyed (within the State) in 1825-1826. The Southern Canal was ignored, there were few settlers in that area The opposition of the Cherokee Indians to the Northern Canal brought the entire enterprise to a halt. Before 1827, the Board of Public Works was abolished, Fulton fired and the ambitious  plans for a State owned canal system scrapped. When the long distances involved and the heavy dependence on slack water navigation is considered, it was a wise decision.
	group: None
	biblio: Field Books and Maps, B. H. Burnt, Engineer. Ga. Dept. Archives & History, Atlanta.
Hamilton Fulton, NS Collection, Ga. Dept. Archives & History, Atlanta.
Acts of the Geogia Legislature, 1817, 1825, 1826, 1827.
Removal of the Cherokees from Georgia, Wilson Lumpkin, N. Y., 1907 (Vol. 2, p. 294)
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	address: Original by:  L. W. Richardson. Rt. 2. Box 346. Gainesville, Ga. 30501  (10/1/75)
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