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Chesapeake and Ohio Paw Paw Tunnel CORDITIoA
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RISTORY § USE IN SERVICE: USE SINCE ABANDONMENT: The Faw Paw Tunne)l is one of the major features
he canal, bullt as a bypass to some very difficult terrain along the Potomac
River in Paw Paw Bends. The tunnel route takeé about a mile, whereas the river
oute takes six. While the tunnel route involved cutting through solid rock, ti
D shore contains some impressive cliffs coming right down to the river. To haw
followed the river would have required either crogsing to WVA shore and back,
acking out a canal along those cliffs or damming the river at the lower ehd of
the bend to form a slackwater and cutting a towpath along the cliffs or putting
the towpath on the WVA side, The tunnel plan under the advocacy of newly appoirt
pd engineer Fisk won out. Even when work was well advancéi the board of direc-
ors contemplated abandonment of the tunnel in favor of a dam, Tunnel was res-
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DESCRIPTION [visible ramains ot the sitel The tunnel is 3118°' long, with a 200" cut at the upstrea
enid and a 890' cut at the downstyggm end. There were two sets of vertical shaf
two sdhafts per set) dug down toﬁﬁunnel level and digging carried out along the
tunnel line in each direction from there; six active digging faces.One sbki of
shafts (one shaft”of each set used for ventilation) was 122°' below surface levd
and the other 188', Vertical shafts were 8' in dia, with 23' between centers of
sach in a pair. Each pair located in a ravine overhead to shorten vertical dis-
ance. One palir about 370" in from downstream portal and the other about 900°',
Presence today indicated inside the itunnel by dripping of water flowing down
hem and through the brick lining and also where weep holes In the brick walls
ht towpath }level are closer together; and on the hill above by the %t‘ll-visibk
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OTHER WORKS OR EVENTS ASSOCIATED WITH siTE: Downstream of thé tunnel the towpath consists of a
jooden boardwalk; fThere are interesting rock slides and rock formations to be
been in that area. Not far downgtream are three 1ift locks associated with the
unnel. At the uppermost {Lock 66) are the rgmai?s gf a caga% caipentei shop
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overnment. LOCATION OF DEED DESCRIPTION:Na+ional Park Serviceé:

hio Ca?g{ Service. Archives of the U.S.

BIBLIOGRPHY [Published, unpublished mss, waps, mm..p),Unass bled reco;ds %re 1§rgeli é_n thgnu,i;le
rchives. There is no one publication on the Paw Paw Tunneli, not Coes any |
book have a good descriptign. The above information was taken from TOWPATH
GUIDE/(SECTION THREE)~-FPORT FREDERICK TO CUMBERLAND (HAHN)s $2.50, Box 842,

T0 THE C&0 CANAL Shepherdstown, WV 25443,

AGENCIES. INDIVEDUALS INTERESTED IN PRESERVATION/RESTORATIONNAatIonal NATIONAL REGISTER., HAER. OTHER RECOGN|TION:
Park Service; Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Associgtion; On the National Register.
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RETURN TO: ACS CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE  €/0 P.H.STOTT. MAINES ROAD, MOUNT Kisco. NEw YORK 10549

IF AT ALL FEASIBLE, A PHOTOGRAPH SHOULD BE ATTACHED TO THE REVERSE SIDE. A SKETCH MAP OF THE SITE IN RELATION TO SURROUNDING AREA
WOULD ALSO HELP,



