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	canal: Port Sandfield
	status: in use
	state: Ontario, Canada
	county: Muskoka
	location: 
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1871 - present
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1:   200 yds   
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 200 yds
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: none
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: In 1865 Alexander P. Pratt took a trip to Muskoka and liked what he saw.  In conversation with Darcy McGee, a minister in the pre-confederation government, he said that he would put a steamer on the lakes if the government would open navigation links between Lake Muskoka and Lake Rosseau (Port Carling Lock) and Lake Rosseau and Lake Joseph (Port Sandfield Canal).  In 1866, without receiving definite promises, he built the steamship "Wenonah".  In the autumn of 1871 the "Wenonah" was to be the first boat through the new canal but it become stuck.  Following further dredging the canal opened in 1872.The steamboat service opened the Muskoka Lakes to development as a luxury wilderness resort area.
	desc: The natural outlet for Lake Joseph was through the Joseph River, but it was very narrow in places and had a number of obstructions.  The joining of the Lake Joseph and Lake Rosseau through the Port Sandfield Canal lowered the level of Lake Joseph by 15 inches.
	group: Canadian Canal SocietyAmerican Canal Society
	biblio: Explore Muskoka, Susan Pryke, The Boston Mills Press - 1987, ISBN 0-919783-90-2
	reports: 
	landmk: 
	by: 
	address: Robert W Sears, 248 Tower Drive, Toronto, ON dawnofdestiny@sympatico.ca 416-285-7254
	date: 29 Jul 04


