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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Fox - Wisconsin Waterway is a natural connection between the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. It was first used by
Europeans in 1673 during the expedition of Marquette & Joliet. Efforts to construct the canal began in 1829. But through several
failures, it wasn't until 1851 that through navigation was achieved. The Corps of Engineers took over the works in 1872. They were
maintained by the corps until closed for lack of use in 1959. In 1961, ownership was transferred to the State of Wisconsin.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The canal is basically two straight sections joining the Wisconsin River to the Fox River. The Wisconsin end is in the city of
Portage. Here, the canal joined the Wisconsin with a guard lock that presented flooding from the river and kept sand from flowing
into the canal. The sand bar outside the lock required dredging. The Portage Lock wet through several evolutions with the final one
being concrete with steel gates. It was restored in 2007, but is separated from the river by a flood dike.

The canal is crossed by only two streets in the city, a mainline railroad, and Route 33 on the east side. It makes a bend of about
30 degrees near the railroad crossing.

At the Fox River end, is Fort Winnebago Lock which was a lift lock. This lock went through several rebuildings, but remained a
wood crib composite construction with concrete sealing. When the canal was closed, this lock was converted to a spillway with a
"V" weir at the upper gate pockets.

The canal was cleaned up in a 2006 - 2007 project.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Portage Canal Society
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