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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Ohio & Erie Canal was routed through the future Akron because of the availability of water to the summit level there. The
summit level (965' elevation) extends from Lock 1 north in downtown Akron to the Wolf Creek Lock (Lock 1 south) in Barberton.
The route includes Summit Lake, a natural lake that was lowered 9 feet at the canal's construction. Near the junction of
Manchester Road and Carnegie Ave, the canal connects to on a level with Nesmith Lake. Just north of this connection, the canal
receives water on the opposite side from Long Lake. Prior to 1955, there was a wooden connecting lock between the canal and
Long Lake (elevation 968'). Long Lake receives water from the Tuscarawas River and from North Reservoir (elevation 975') and
from East Reservoir, West Reservoir, Turkeyfoot Lake (elevation 988' & interconnected for boating). The higher reservoir lakes
also receive water from the Tuscarawas River from a dam near the Firestone Country Club. The lock had a 3' lift.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
East Reservoir, West Reservoir, Turkeyfoot Lake: 988" (Interconnected for boating)
North Reservoir: 975'

Long Lake: 968' (Outlet lock removed 1955)

Summit Level: 965'

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Canal Society of Ohio

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Canal Society of Ohio, Fall 2008 tour book, Closing the Gap in Akron

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

Investigation made by: Summary by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
Address:

1/31/11
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Portage Lakes State Park

5031 Manchester Road
Akron, Ohio 44319-3999

(330) 644-2220 - Park Office
Camp Office: 5550 Christman Road

—— TRAILS ——
o Planet Walk Trail (1 mi)

e Shoreline Trail (5 mi)

Rabbit Hill Loop (1 mi)
(self-guided nature trail)

o Pheasant Run Loop (2 mi)
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Thisisa section of plat map 39 showing the lock between the canal and Long L ake at
Manchester Road. Thelock was 91’ x 16’ with a 3' lift to the lake.
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An aerial view of the sitetoday. By canal, Akron isto theright and Barberton to the left.
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