American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR
Prairie du Sac Lock Wisconsin River Condon Out of service
State/ Province Wisconsin County Designer:
City/Town .. Contractor:
y Prairie du Sac
Street Source of Material:
Associated Waterway  Eoy - \Wisconsin DATES OF CONSTRUCTION
[Topographic Map Start: 1911 Rebuilding:
UTM Coordinates Completion: 1915 Abandoned:

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):

In 1911, construction began on a hydro electric dam on the Wisconsin River just up river from Prairie du Sac, WI. This dam was
completed in 1915. The lake behind the dam is know as Lake Wisconsin. As this dam is down river of Portage, W, it is on the long
established Fox - Wisconsin Waterway connecting Lake Michigan with the Mississippi River. The dam was therefore equipped with a
concrete navigation lock to overcome the 34' elevation difference created by the dam. The site includes a power house 329' x 145" at the
west end, a log chute, a navigation lock 35' wide x 170" long, a 1,000 long hollow concrete dam, and a n earth e4mbankment 1,700’ long
at the east end. The crest of the dam is a series of Tainter gates. The foundation is on sand with the structure supported on wood piles.

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

The lock remains intact in the middle of the dam next to the powerhouse. It is reportedly not in service although it still has gates. The lock
is visible on aerial photos.

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:

Alliant Energy Corp.

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:

Investigation made by: Dayid G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 e cevised
IAddress: 11/13/08

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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Photo from Wikipedia
Lock in dam at Prairie du Sac on the Wisconsin River



Down stream view of lock
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