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This is report #1 *** Number 2 report will{fol;ow if necessary.

CARAL ATea Leporc/ STATUS (T0T transportation Lst)
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE: . d

The Roanoke Canal construction was:underway from 1819~1823 when completed.
However, this does not mean the canal was ready for transportation as a
waterway for batteaus and barges. 1t was not until 11 years later when all
of‘its locks and one agueduct were completed and ready for traffic, It Ts
quit;igogséglz that some ge;tions of the waterway might have been in use for
a limite stance, even before all locks were complete and ready for navi-
gation in 1834, Ihis canal was déalgned %o overcomg the dangeroug falls on
the Roanoke River just above(present day)"City of Roanoke Rapids®. Then to
more or less follow the route of the river from Roanoke Rapids via 2-sets

of 2-lock combines, then via the canal with high embankments and a Towpath
to the Weldon Agueduct{the only one)then still eagt into downtown Weldon for
a drop in elevation of 51ft,.via(6 wood$n Tocks to Canal Basin close to river

I NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS_CONCERNED WITH CANALS PRESERVATEON/RESTORATION:

hIsic, sescnirnipoanal drained 19172) tformer)

The area above Roanoke Rapids is now inundated. The following sites are
still standing today- The upper 2-lock combine in Roanoke Rapids is in very
good condition,(attractive site) With a former hydro-plant attached to lock.
At the lower lock of the upper locks was a former canal basin, now leveled.
This lock and canal basin are now dry beds. Bagin area kept well mowed.

At NC #48 is a Canal Plaque which stands over the route of the canal from
the upper locks to the lower locks, a distance of several hundred feet.The
condition of this second 2-lock combine is far different. Very difficult to
Yiew due to trees and underbrush, no photos could be. taken, Lower lock of
this 2-lock combine damaged or buried under R.R.tracks that pags through,

Notattractive! Area accessible, but rough ground,.Considexr this unseen lock
i aip at its best.Agueduct next, then(former)6é wood locks and
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BIBLIQGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: :
The Weldon Aqueduct on this canal is one,if not the finest stracture of its
type in the United States today. 110 £t, long, with a_sIngle arch of 30 ft,
between abutments, built of heavy granite blocks and in perfect condition.

Fxact location of former 6 wooden locks is not known for certain,excavation j

Tor new bridge abutments may ossibly uncover some of these locks or parts
thereof in 1376. The H;C.Depa%%menf of Hignways & Iransportation will be on
e discoverdy).hayor of Weldon to be notified.
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E’%ﬁiﬂg 0‘3“lgq{?:méah;ngi“asxgsfggk'ggﬁga gig rx"tfé‘tﬁres are now quer consideration
for the National Register, At present it is not known just how mpch of the
system will be jncluded eventually by the N.C.Department of Cultural Reseu>

: Tohives & History, Raleigh, N.C. 2761l -
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