
 Structure  Canal

State/ Province County Designer:

City/Town Contractor:

Street Source of Material:

Associated Waterway

Topographic Map Start: Rebuilding:

UTM Coordinates Completion: Abandoned:

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs

Agencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:

Investigation made by: Date:

Address:

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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DATES OF CONSTRUCTION


	structure: Sewall's Falls Locks & Canals
	canal: Merrimack River
	haer: 
	condition: 
	state: New Hampshire
	county: 
	city: 
	street: 2nd Street
	waterway: Merrimack River
	topo: 
	utm: 
	designer: 
	contractor: 
	materials: 
	start: 1833
	comp: 1837 (?)
	rebuild: 
	aband: 1850 (?)
	hist: After the opening of the Middlesex Canal between Boston and the Merrimack River at Middlesex Village, now part of Lowell, additional canals were constructed around various rapids (falls) in the river extending navigation upriver to Concord, NH. Although several companies were set up to build these various canals, eventually they all came under the control of the Middlesex Canal.  These were completed by 1814.   Above Concord, only Sewall's Falls blocked the route to the head of the Merrimack at Franklin were it is formed by the Pemigewasset and the Winnepesaukee Rivers.  By 1833, at least two attempts had failed to bypass Sewall's Falls. On July 6, 1833, the legislature gave the Proprietors of the Sewall's Falls Locks and Canals command of the river from Concord to Franklin if they completed construction work at Sewall's Falls in five years to allow passage of boats of the size that were being used below on the Merrimack River.  Tanner reports work was completed in 1837.  Cost: $ 12,000.00.  Others dispute that the navigation canal was completed.   Speculation is that the dam flooded out one other drop upstream before Franklin.   Above Franklin, smaller boats could navigate upstream to and from Plymouth on the  Pemigewasset, but the Winnepesaukee was blocked by further drops totaling over 100 feet.   Total drop at this site is 19-1/2 feet.
	desc: Gerstner reports the canal as 1/4 mile longStarbuck reports that the Proprietors planned to build a two mile long canal on the east bank to supply several mill sites.  He reports that this project failed after the expenditure of $ 80,000.  After several failed attempts to develop the site, the Concord Land & Water Power Company was incorporated July 22, 1892.  It built a power canal and generating station on the west bank and began transmitting three phased power to Concord, NH on September 29, 1893  being second in the world to transmit three phase power by a few weeks.  The power plant continued in operation until 1966.  The wood crib dam failed April 7-8, 1994.The state has established a boat launch at the site.
	other: 
	owners: State of New Hampshire
	deed: 
	biblio: Roberts, Christopher, The Middlesex Canal, 1793-1860, Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1939Lawrence, Lewis M., The Middlesex Canal, Boston, MA 1942, published by the Middlesex Canal Associationvon Gerstner, Franz Anton Ritter, Early American Railroads (1842-1843), translated, Sanford University Press, 1997Starbuck, David an article in Industrial Archeology v 16 No. 2, 1990 pp 40-61 titled "The Timber Crib Dam at Sewall's Falls"
	agencies: American Canal SocietyMiddlesex Canal Association
	register: 
	by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 
	date: 10/21/04Rvsd. 8/9/07
	bib2: Tanner, H.S., A description of the canals and railroads of the United States, 1840


