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Shubenacadie Canal
Sheet 2

Additional Notes:

As completed during the second construction period, the canal consisted of two included planes and nine locks
linking a series of lakes, some natural some manmade.  The inclined planes were modeled on New Jersey's Morris
Canal.

The system was as follows from Halifax Harbor (Dartmouth Cove):

     Feature Notes
Dartmouth Cove Inlet channel clear, Museum

Dartmouth Incline Plane Most of route grassed over
Sullivan's Pond Watered

Lock 1 To be restored
Lake Mic Mac Watered

Lock 2 Restored
Lock 3 Restored
Deep Cut Dredged

Lake Charles Watered - Summit of canal
Portobello Incline Plane Grassed plane, water at both ends

Lake William Watered
Lake Thomas Watered

Lock 4 Not restored
Fletcher Lake Watered

Lock 5 Fully restored, but dam breached
Shubenacadie Lake (Grand Lake) Watered
Enter Shubenacadie River

Lock 6 Unrestored
Lock 7 Unrestored
Lock 8 (Elmsdale) Unrestored
Lock 9 (Lantz) Unrestored

Tidal Shubenacadie River
Cobequid Bay


	canal: Shubenacadie Canal
	status: Closed, but preserved & proposed for restoration
	state: Nova Scotia
	county: Halifax, Hants, Colchester
	location: Halifax Harbor to Cobequid Bay
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1856 - 1870
	date2: 1856 -1870
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 86 km
	lc2: 86 km
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 86 km
	lt2: 86 km
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 9 - 64' x 16'
	locks1: 13- 88' x 22'
	locks3: + 2 planes
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: Although the benefits of a canal through the Shubenacadie waterway had been recognized for some time, it was not until 1824 that firm plans for a canal were drawn up following establishment of the Shubenacadie Canal Company by Halifax merchants.  Francis Hall was hired to survey the system and design a canal.  His original design for the 86 km canal with a draft of  8 ft. included 17 stone locks.  Construction started in 1826.  The company ran out of money in 1831, by which time 13 of the locks had been constructed.  These locks were built of granite and other local stone by Scottish and Irish masons.

Work stopped until the formation of a new canal company, the Inland Navigation Company in 1835.  This company hired Charles Fairbanks to review, revise, and redesign the remaining work.  Fairbanks' redesign reduced the draft to 4 feet, cut the number of locks, and introduced two marine inclined planes.  The canal began to operate in 1856 and ran until 1870, when competition from railways made the waterway uncompetitive.
       Note: The above is quoted from the CSCE web site.
	desc: In the 1826-31 period the locks, 88 feet long and 22 feet broad were built of fitted stone with mitred gates. In the second building period, 1856-70, this was replaced by the American system of using local rough stone with vertical wooden piles to which an outer cladding of wood was added. The draft was reduced from 8 to 4 feet, the dimensions reduced and the upstream gates were replaced by a single falling leaf gate. Because some locks of the first period were incomplete or damaged, these locks are a hybrid of the two building methods.

	In 2004 Lock 1 in Dartmouth will be restored to its original appearance, though it will not be functional. Lock 5 at Wellington has been restored as a functioning lock but until the dam which created the holding pond is repaired, this lock cannot be used. Only measures to reduce further deterioration at the other locks have been taken.

	The slopes of the inclined planes remain and one of these, with its turbine chamber and the locks it replaced is in 2004 being considered for national histories site status.

	group: Shubenacadie Canal Commission, Fairbanks Centre, 54 Locks Rd., Dartmouth, NS B2X 2W7
	biblio: 2002 "River of Dreams". Donna Barnett. Nimbus Publishing Ltd.
	reports: 
	landmk: CSCE National Historic Site
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