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	canal: St. Peters Canal
	status: In Service
	state: Nova Scotia
	county: 
	location: Lake Bras d'Or to Atlantic Ocean
80 km west of Sydney on Route 4
	maps: 
	acs: 
	haer: 
	date1: 1869 to present
	date2: 
	date3: 
	date4: 
	date5: 
	lc1: 2600 ft.
	lc2: 
	lc3: 
	lc4: 
	lc5: 
	ls1: 
	ls2: 
	ls3: 
	ls4: 
	ls5: 
	lt1: 2600 ft.
	lt2: 
	lt3: 
	lt4: 
	lt5: 
	locks2: 
	locks1: 1- 301'x47'
	locks3: 
	locks4: 
	locks5: 
	sign: The first feasibility study was commissioned in 1825. and work on the canal began in 1854.  A passage about 800 m (2600 ft.) long was cut through the narrowest point of land.  After 15 years of digging, blasting, and drilling, an opening averaging 30 m (100ft.) wide had been cut through a solid granite hill 20 m (66 ft.) high.  This passage was shored up with timbers and planking. Locks were then installed and the canal finally became a reality in 1869.  Additions and renovations, widening the channel and lengthening the locks, continued until 1917.  In 1985, Parks Canada completed a major project to restore both the Bras d'Or Lake and the Atlantic Ocean entrances to the canal.  All kinds of pleasure craft now use the canal during the summer.
	desc: There is tidal activity at both ends of the canal, and there can be a difference of up to 1.4 m (4.5 ft.) between the water level of the lake and the ocean.  For this reason, both ends of the lock have double gates.  The lock is 91.44 m (301 ft.) long by 14.45 m (47 ft.) wide and can handle vessels with a 4.88 m (16 ft.) draught.

The only surviving structure from the 19th century is the lockmaster's house which dates from 1876.






Note: The above paragraphs quoted from the parks Canada web site.
	group: Parks Canada
	biblio: 
	reports: 
	landmk: A Canadian National Historic Site
	by: David G. Barber  (from internet sources)
	address: 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: 7/10/04


