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CANAL STATUS ACS

Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal Modern and in daily use AR
STATE/PROVINCE \\riconsin LENGTH LIFT LOCKS

DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: Door County 1881 to present 1.4 mi None
LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal): 1

N. end 4,969,400 m N by 468000 m E

S. end 4,959,550 m N by 474610 m E

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:
Sturgeon Bay 1960 15 min. series

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:
This canal was started July 8, 1872 by a private group headed by William B. Ogden, President of the Chicago Northwestern
Railway. The canal was completed late in the fall of 1881. The cost of making this cut up to 1881 was $ 291,461.69.

The canal was sold in 1893 for $ 103,000,000.00 (?) to the U.S. Government and is now maintained by U. S. Corps of
Engineers, Chicago District. So, it looks like the private company that built this canal may have made money when they got the
U.S. Government to buy it. Those railway men were good at making money in those days.

Connects Green Bay with Lake Michigan

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The canal was 7,400 feet long (2.3 km), 100 feet wide (32.2 m), and 6 feet deep (1.9 m). At this date, the modern canal is 25 to 30
feet deep (8 m). A jetty extends into Lake Michigan 1,350 feet (410 m) and 800 feet wide (242 m) at the mouth. The canal is a
short cut into Green Bay and the city of Green Bay at the south end of the bay. Boats from Milwaukee and Chicago can save a
good deal of time if they use this short cut instead of going around the north end of the peninsula. Sturgeon Bay is a natural bay
off the east side of Green Bay, so only a short cut was needed to make this portage navigable into Lake Michigan.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Door County Historical Society, Sturgeon Bay, WI
U. S. Corps of Engineers, Chicago District

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Letter from Mr. Otis S. Trodahl of the Door County Historical Society

The U. S. Corps of Engineers puts out a small craft chart of this area called Sturgeon Bay and Lake Michigan Ship Canal,
Wisconsin, June 30, 1931

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):
Door County Historical Society, Sturgeon Bay, WI
U. S. Corps of Engineers

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):
No recomendation at this time.

Investigation made by: B \W, Morant, 61 Bonita, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 Date:3 June 76
Address: Retyped 12/21/04
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