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CANAL STATUS ACS
Tor Bay Canal open - restricted headroom TAER
STATE/PROVINCE . LIFT LOCKS
Nova Scotia LENGTH
DATES IN USE CANAL SLACKWATER TOTAL No./SIZE
COUNTIES: 1849 - sea level none

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):
Molasses Harbour to Whitehaven Harbour

TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

ENLARGEMENTS

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

all concerned in the Fisheries.”

their masts.

In 1849 the settlements of Tor Bay, Molasse (sic) Harbour, Larry’s River, White Head, Coal Harbour and Middle
Settlement petitioned the Nova Scotia government for assistance in building a canal. As the petitioners stated, “It
is an Objective worth your attention; as it will be found to be for the benefit of the Public in General, Especially for

There was no government money forthcoming, and so the people from Whitehead started on the eastern side and
the people from Port Felix on the western side. Digging out the “haul-over” by hand until they met in the middle,
where a rocky ledge caused some hardship until finally removed by dynamite. A drawbridge was originally built to
allow ships to pass, but, the current fixed bridge restricts passage to small rowboats and sailboats that can lower

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

Canadian Canal Society

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
Canals Canada -

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Address: 416-285-7254

Investigation made by: Rohert W Sears, 248 Tower Drive, Toronto, ON dawnofdestiny@sympatico.ca

Date:

15 Sep 04
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