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CANAL . STATUS ACS
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TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS: I
LOS ANGLES ;
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

This canal is significant only as a real estate promotion. They were built in 1905 by real estate tycoon Abbot Kinney to convert
marshland into home sites. The connecting canal to saltwater in this miniature Venice was even named Grand Canal. Between the
several parallel canals, lots were sold for housing. Kinney even imported gondolas and gondoliers from Italy. The canals were built
poorly and quickly one summer. Retaining walls show this poor construction as they and the sidewalks are falling into the canals in
many places. The houses are poorly kept and middle class to poor. The city of Los Angles annexed the area, but has done little
improvement.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The canal was built in a spot now known as Venice. The canals are shallow and only small boats (Not motor driven) are allowed.
The canals are about thirty feet wide and about three blocks long. There are four parallel canals and one perpendicular at each
end to form a square. The area is about 1.6 mi square. This is a dying community and the area is in full decay. Even if money were
to be put into this area, manu people would not be able to afford an honest helping hand.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:
Local Citizens group of Venice, CA

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

"Canal Dwellers", by Ted Organ, Westways Magazine, March, 1971
"A History of The Venice Area" Patricia Adler of the Los Angles Department of City Planning, October, 1969

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

Date:

Investigation made by: Original by: B.W. Morant, 61 W. Bonita, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 (June 9, 1971) Retyped
Address: Retyped by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 3/29/10
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