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A
m

er
ic

an
 C

an
al

 S
oc

ie
ty

  C
an

al
 S

tr
uc

tu
re

 In
ve

nt
or

y
HAER/CEHR

Condition

DATES OF CONSTRUCTION




	structure: Big Creek Aqueduct (#18)
	canal: Wabash & Erie / Southern Canal Co. / Evansville Canal Co.
	haer: 
	condition: Disappeared
	state: Indiana
	county: Warrick
	city: 
	street: 
	waterway: Big Creek (Pigeon Creek)
	topo: Elberfeld
	utm: GPS 38E11'41.06"N  87E25'30.22"W
	designer: 
	contractor: Hosmer, Forrer & Sturgis / E.M. & J.M. Patterson
	materials: 
	start: 1851
	comp: 1852
	rebuild: 
	aband: by 1869
	hist: Big Creek Aqueduct was the southern most of the Wabash and Erie Canal aqueducts. It consisted of three 26 foot timber spans with two double bents laid on foundation timbers in the bed of the creek. The piers were planked and filled with stone. The two abutments were on timber foundations, six feet below the bottom of the canal with backs, sides, and wings sheet piled ad planked, with brush and stone protection the foundation. The simple trunk of string pieces, posts, and caps was 18 feet in width with four feet of water above the bottom. During the operation of the canal, Big Creek Aqueduct proved to be a troublesome structure. There were problems of severe leakage and foundation settling.
	desc: The site is just north of Rte. 68. At the site of this structure Pigeon Creek (Big Creek) has been diverted into the bed of the canal, with flow to the southeast (canal south). Recent dredging )1985) to deepen the creek, exposed some timbers at the presumed site of the aqueduct.
	other: 
	owners: Clyde Brown Jr.
	deed: Warrick County Recorder's Office
	biblio: Indiana House Documentary Journal
Evansville Journal
Indiana State Archives
On site Investigation
"Wabash & Erie Canal, Great Expectations. Mar. 23 - 25, 2001", Published by Canal Society of Indiana, Fort Wayne (Warrick & Vanderburgh Ctys)
	agencies: 
	register: 
	by: Original by: Stan Schmitt, 3900 N. Fulton #1F, Evansville. IN 47710  (4/25/85)
	address: Retyped by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747
	date: Retyped:
4/8/10


