American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR
Wallisville Lock and Dam Trinity River Condition n Use
State/ Province Texas County Designer: U.S. Army COI’pS of Engineers
City/Town L Contractor:
y Wallisville
Street Trinity River Source of Material:
Associated Waterway DATES OF CONSTRUCTION
[Topographic May Start: Rebuilding:
pograp P 1966 9
UTM Coordinates Completion: Abandoned:
2000

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):

"Efforts to construct a saltwater barrier and/or reservoir at Wallisville on the Trinity River began in 1952. Congress first authorized the
construction of the Project through the River and Harbor Act of October 22, 1962. The government purchased the property and
construction began in 1966. At this point, the Project would have been a 19,700 acre reservoir with surface elevation of 4 feet above
mean sea level. A contract for water supply, salinity control, and recreation was signed between the US Army Corps of Engineers, the
Trinity River Authority, the Chambers-Liberty Counties Navigation District, and the City of Houston and was approved by the Secretary of
the Army on February 2, 1968. In September 1971, a lawsuit was filed by the Sierra Club in US District Court against the construction of
the Project. At approximately 72% complete, the construction was halted in 1973 by a summary judgment decision of the Court.
Between 1973 and 1987 the Project was revised and reevaluated. And in May of 1987 the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals dismissed the
lawsuit in favor of the government and lifted the injunction against continuing construction. Then in November of 1989 a pair of nesting
bald eagles was discovered near Miller Lake and the Project was reevaluated again. It was this reevaluation that gave rise to the Project
as it stands today: a set of levees along the east and west banks of the Trinity in conjunction with the dam across the Trinity, the
navigation lock and engineered navigation channel, the gated control structure on main stem of the Trinity, Structure A in the Cut-Off
near Pickett's Bayou, Structure B at the head of Lost River, and our parks and recreation areas.

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

"The original 39,000 feet long concrete dam structure across the marsh was abandoned after it was breached in 2001 to allow for normal
water flows of the Old River and several smaller streams and bayous. Cedar Hill Park was completed in October 2000 and is leased to
Chambers County for operation and maintenance. The JJ Mayes Wildlife Trace was opened to the public in May 2003. Hugo Point Park
was opened in August 2003 and is leased to Chambers County for operation and maintenance." (From the C of E web page)

The lock site includes the lock which is 84' x 600" with sector gates at each end, various buildings including a visitor's center, parking,
and a spillway structure adjacent on the Trinity River. Lock has a vertical wall on the east side and a sloping wall on the west. When
appropriate, all gates are left open. When necessary, they are closed preventing salt water incursion and storm surges. This is a harbor
of refuge from Gulf hurricanes.

See photos below.

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Galveston District

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:
Investigation made by: Dayid G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 Date:
IAddress: 8/22/08

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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Wallisville, TX Lock

January, 1995
During construction suspension
Note: uninstalled sector gates on right side lock wall.
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