ML The 1i11is's River lavigation, Virginia (Foh acs use)
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION & CLOSURE

sTatus Abandoned . €, 1774=7531797:1320;1350"s;ab, ' 205
LOCATION (ENDPOINTS OF CANAL)37025 'N,78°28'W - 37°41'8,73%07'W Slackmtst ¥ %Itice, 20 mi.
Curdsville to the James fiver through Cumberland Cownty CANAL SLACKNATER TOTAL

DIMENSIONS : TUNNELS | 7

LifT NER. Unlnown number of flash locks for batteaux ravEduETS
- LOCK CHAMBER OVERALL o ib?u-_O_ SECTION SIZE. 0

DESCRIPTION: {Type of navigation, featurcs of note (include USGS coordinstes where usefull: ¢.¢.. fesders {navigable & otherwisse), locks other than above,
type of Jocks, use of unususl material or mathods of COhSLruction, present ownar, present use & condition, etc.l

This was a navigation for poled batteaux carrying tobacco hogsheads ens other agricult-
ural products from Ca Ira near Cumberland “ourthouse, to the James, 30 miles by water, and

lster extended 10 more miles to Curdsville. The first work on the river took vlace in 1774-75
when the Wllis's to Ca Ira wes cleared of obstructions to navigation. By 1797, the navigation
had been further improved and extended to Curdsville., iaintenance was by Cumberland County, in
a way similer to rosd maintenance. The navigation wms again rencwed or rebuilt in 1320 end
probabdly in the 1350's, when the JREZK Company built a river lock at Cartersville to draw trade
passing down the +#1lis's into the James Hiver and Kenawha Canal, Boats were still being poled
up the lower reaches of the Willis's in the 1390's.

The i41lis's is of eswecial interest bscause of its locks. Perhaps by 1797, and clearly
by 1320, the navigation was furnished witi Ilash locks. These structures were quite successful

and were copied on several other navigations in Virginia. They were espacially desiemed for ¥

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

R_EPOR'I’ER'S NAME & ADDRESS: DATE

Y. B. Trout, 111 1932 Cineo Robleg Drive, Duarte, Califormia 91010 112 Jume 1923 _J
HISTORICAL SUMMARY: iOriginal aims of Company, date of incorporation, prominent snginesrs, cause of closurs, significant alterations to structure or
route, helght of traffic date, transfers of ownership, stc.]

% amall streams with a descending trade - batteaux poing down loaded, and up almost empty.
Although not enough of the remmants of these locks has beenm located to make an accurate drawing,
they were described in the early reports as low dams with a gate in the middle, hinged at the

bottom. “hen the pond formed by the dam was full, the gate was dropped, and boais went down or
up on the resulting flood.

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: [Published works relsting to Canall

The ,W'illis.'s "'('iver ::avigation“’ I‘Io E.. Trmlt, \mplo ms-, gppo’ ma‘ps, 19660 mx Ca]lal Libra!‘y’
Reynolds ‘letals Company, *‘ichmond, Virginia 23218.

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS., LOCATION OF PROTOS. DRAWINGS & IMPORTANT PERIODICAL REFERENCES
Cunberland County Court Fouse records.

NATIONAL REGISTER & HAER {HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGIMEERING RECORD) STATUS:

This river should be carefully searched for lock remains, and a representative drawing nade of
e ¥11is's River flash lock.

RETURN TO : CANAL INDEX COMMITTEE, C/O P.H,STOTT. HAINES ROAD, MOUNT KISCO, NEM yorx 10549

USE ADDITIONAL SHEETS AS NECESSARY,
TO MAKE AN INDEX CARD SUITABLE FOR FILING. CUT ALONG THE HEAVY LINES AND FOLD BACK ALONG WHE DOTTED LINE.



